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[8-2-2009 weekly message]
Meditation: Psalms 91:1-16
Main scripture: Joshua 2:1-24
Subject: God sent us to the world as spies

Joshua sent two men to spy secretly to Jericho. Moses had sent
twelve spies to the land of Canaan (Num. 13:1-16); only two men
were sent to Jericho this time. Joshua must have remembered ten
men who made discouraging report to Moses except Caleb and
himself. So he sent only two men of faith secretly. It was a wise
action to avoid the temptation of the Satan.

They were found so quickly by the men of Jericho when they
were staying at a harlot’s house, named Rahab: their information
system must have been so strict. But God had prepared a woman,
Rahab to do his will. Even though she was a harlot, God already
had seen her person in the heart, and prepared her for the two men.
Lord Jesus said to his disciples: *And into whatsoever house ye
enter, first say, Peace be to this house. ®And if the son of peace
be there, your peace shall rest upon it: if not, it shall turn to
you again. "And in the same house remain, eating and drinking
such things as they give: for the labourer is worthy of his hire.
Go not from house to house.”(Luke 10:5-7)There was peace of
God in the house of Rahab so that she could overcome all the fear
to hide the two spies.

God used Rahab to testify how he had brought fear upon the
people of Jericho, so that the two men might confirm the will of
God that he already had given Jericho to Israel. God always
prepares a divine meeting among men of faith to do his will. Rahab,
the harlot must have needed salvation of God believing herself
sinner for her family. The writer of Hebrew testified, “ *'By faith
the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not,
when she had received the spies with peace. “(Heb. 11:31) Her
faith was not to care about death. In other word, she must have
trusted in the Lord unto death. God must have given her the faith
as a gift foreseeing her person (Eph 2:8).

God had proclaimed the gospel of Christ in advance through the
faith of Rahab, and harlot, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.”(Acts 16:31) Rahab
asked a favor of salvation for her family as a reward for hiding the
two men saying, “*And that ye will save alive my father, and
my mother, and my brethren, and my sisters, and all that they
have, and deliver our lives from death.”(v 13)

Foreseeing the remission of sin through the redemption by the
blood of Jesus, the Holy Ghost spoke through the two spies:
“®Behold, when we come into the land, thou shalt bind this
line of scarlet thread in the window which thou didst let us
down by: and thou shalt bring thy father, and thy mother, and
thy brethren, and all thy father's household, home unto
thee. °And it shall be, that whosoever shall go out of the doors
of thy house into the street, his blood shall be upon his head,
and we will be guiltless: and whosoever shall be with thee in
the house, his blood shall be on our head, if any hand be upon
him. “(vss 18-19)

Nowadays, Lord Jesus sent us two by two to preach the
gospel to make every man that repents and receives the Lord Jesus
by faith in his blood. Lord Jesus commanded to the disciples,...ye
shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea,

and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the
earth.”(Acts 1:8)

The Holy Ghost goes ahead of us wherever we may go to preach
the gospel to reprove the world of sin, of righteousness and
judgment to let them know that they are Foreseeing the remission
of sins through the redemption by the blood of the Lord Jesus
Christ for the believers, the Holy Ghost spoke sinner because of
not believing in Jesus, and they cannot go the heaven because of
not believing in him, and the prince of the world are judged to
destruction (John 16:8-11).

Rahab bound the scarlet line in the window as soon as the two
men left. Nowadays, people are willing to receive the Lord Jesus
upon hearing the gospel of Christ. Knowing that it might be
difficult to bind the scarlet line at the time of judgment, she did it
right away. Many people want to postpone receiving the Lord
Jesus, but they may not have second chance later on. What a
foolish mind it may be! It is the right time to receive the Lord Jesus
in all the heart at the time of peace.

Finally, the two spies reported to Joshua by faith, saying,
“Truly the LORD hath delivered into our hands all the land;
for even all the inhabitants of the country do faint because of
us.”(v 24)

Lord Jesus has sent us to the world as spies secretly. He always
prepares sinners who need salvation, and protects us from all
danger. When LORD OF LORD and KING OF KINGS return to
the world, only houses with the line of scarlet of the blood of
Christ shall be saved. Men of faith are pleased to report to the Lord
saying, “Truly the Lord has delivered into our hands all the earth.”

Seventy disciples reported to the Lord saying, “ *®And he said
unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven. “(Luke
10:17) Jesus answered them, “'*Behold, I give unto you power to
tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the
enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.
DNotwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are
subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are
written in heaven. “(Luke 10:18-20)

Rahab, the harlot received a great reward for hiding the two
spies in peace. She couldn’t imagine how much great reward for
her when she was alive; she was to be the grand, grandmother of
King David to be in the genealogy of King Jesus:“*And Salmon
begat Booz of Rachab; and Booz begat Obed of Ruth; and
Obed begat Jesse; ®And Jesse begat David the king; and David
the king begat Solomon of her that had been the wife of Urias;
“(Matt. 1:5-6)

Lord Jesus appeared to Apostle John to speak to the angel of
Smyrna,”
“.....be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of
life.”(Rev 2:10)
Let us go to the world as spies secretly to preach the gospel to the
souls prepared as Rahab! And let us report to the Lord by faith! Let
us be faithful to the Lord until he comes back to the earth!



