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I8-9-2009 weekly message]
Meditation: Psalms 142:1-7

Main scripture: Joshua 3;1-17
Subject: Did you pass over Jordan?

Joshua is the shadow of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the
journey following him to pass over into Jordan, and pass
through Jericho to occupy Canaan is same as the journey to
the kingdom of God following Jesus Christ.

People of Israel out of Egypt passed through Red Sea
following Moses was to show the baptism of Christian after
sinners receive the remission of sin through the blood of
Jesus Christ. Now they had finished the journey in the
wilderness, and were going to pass over Jordan. Apostle
Paul confirmed the souls of the disciples, and exhorting
them to continue in the faith, and encouraged them saying,
“We must through much tribulation enter into the
kingdom of God.”(Acts 14:22)

Yea! The remnant of Israel passing through trials and
tribulations in the wilderness for 40 years had to obey the
word of the LORD to pass over Jordan, and conquer
Jericho , and destroy the seven tribes to take over the land.
As Joshua commanded to sanctify themselves, Jesus also
prayed for disciples to sanctify them saying, “’Sanctify
them through thy truth: thy word is truth.”(John 17:17)

When they pass over Jordan, they shall be totally out of
wilderness, and not be able to return into the wilderness
again. Jordan is a kind of the valley of death where the
believers have to pass through to the end. Jesus was
baptized in Jordan to do the will of God. Baptism is the
action of faith of Christians to confess themselves died with
Christ. Apostle Paul testified regarding this:

“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live....And
they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the
affections and lusts.”(Gal 2:20, 5:24)

Jordan is a kind of place for Christian to be ready to
enter into the kingdom of God; also the place of decision to
be faithful unto God unto death, for they cannot go back to
the world, nor can give up the journey to heaven. They
have to be ready to do spiritual warfare to occupy the
kingdom of God walking with the Lord.

When they were commanded to pass over Jordan,
Jordan overflowed all his banks all the time of harvest, for
snows were melting, and flowing down from Mount
Hermon. LORD commanded the priests that bore the ark to
pass over into Jordan. The ark was the place where the
glory of God was present in the tabernacle of God. There
were the table of stone that were written the ten
commandments therein (Deut 10:4), and the golden pot that
had manna (Ex 16:33,34), and Aaron’s rod that budded

(Num. 17:10) in the ark. Jesus said himself the living
manna (bread) (John 6:47-51), and died for our sins against
Ten Commandments, and rose again as the Aaron’s rod
was budded (1Cor. 15:1-4). In other word, the ark is the
symbol of the Lord Jesus Christ. At that time, the presence
of God was on the ark physically. They had to pass over
into Jordan following the presence of God by faith. Then
the miracle of God was followed. They could pass over
Jordan on dry ground following the priests bearing the ark
as they had already passed over Red Sea.

God commanded them to pass over Jordan following the
priests bearing the ark when it was overflowed at the most
beyond understanding of men. When the feet of the priest
that bare the ark were dipped in the brim of the water, the
waters which came down from above stood and rose up
upon an heap very far from the city Adam, that is beside
Zaretan: and those that came down toward the sea of the
plain, even the salt sea, failed, and were cut off: and the
people passed over right against Jericho (v15).

Nowadays, God wants to do his will through his
servants proclaiming the words of God in the church.
Proclaiming the words beyond human understanding, he
wants the men of faith to overcome the troubles through the
miracle of God. Even nowadays, the servants of God are
dipping their feet in the waters proclaiming and meditating
his words waiting upon the Lord. Then the children of faith
are to overcome all the troubles to pass over them. As they
rested for three days and sanctified themselves, the children
of God also are to pray, and rest, and wait upon the Lord.
As Joshua said to the people, “For tomorrow the LORD
will do wonders among you.”(v5), our Lord Jesus shall
speak to us through his word.

Yea! Only they that pass over Jordan, in other word,
experience the miracle of God shall occupy the inheritance
in the kingdom of God as Canaan through the good fight of
faith. The miracle of God is to happen in the midst of
extreme situation. We only have to dip our feet in the
trouble according to the word of God, until the trouble
stands and rise up upon the heap as the waters of Jordan.
We shall see the glory of God when we wait upon the Lord
by faith. Apostle Peter testified that all the Christians are
the royal priests (1Pet 2:9). All the believers can jump into
Jordan bearing the ark, our Lord Jesus is within us much
more real one than the ark. Apostle Paul testified that we
have this treasure in earthen vessels (2Cor. 4:7).

Let us step into the valley of death by faith in the words
given to us! We shall see the miracle of dividing the
shadows of death. When we see the glory of God in the
midst of tribulation, we wear the whole armor of God to
cast out the seven tribes in us, and shall occupy the
kingdom of God which is the eternal Canaan. Hallelujah!



