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I8-16-2009 weekly message]
Meditation: Psalms 146:1-10

Main scripture: Joshua 4:1-24

Subject: Visible sign and invisible sign

The first generation of Israel out of Egypt had wandered
forty years in the wilderness and died because of their unfaith;
they couldn’t enter Canaan. Bur the remnant of Israel that were
born in the wilderness and obeyed Joshua, the servant of God
could enter Canaan crossing Jordan in three days. What about
today? The Jews that insisted their righteous according to the
law couldn’t have entered the kingdom of God for two
thousand years, nor the Gentiles that have followed their
religion. But they that have believed in the Lord Jesus Christ,
greater than Joshua which died on the cross for the sin of the
world, and rose again the third day have been able to enter the
kingdom of God, which is the eternal Canaan, whether they are
Jews or Gentiles.

God commanded through Joshua: “Take you hence out of

the midst of Jordan, out of the place where the priests’ feet
stood firm, twelve stones, and ye shall carry them over with
you, and leave them in the lodging place, where ye shall
lodge this night.”(v3)
Joshua called the twelve men, whom he had prepared of the
children of Israel, out of every tribe a man: And Joshua said
unto them, Pass over before the ark of the LORD into the midst
stone upon his shoulder, and carry them over to leave them in
the lodging place. God wanted the stones as a sign so that
children of Israel might have faith in God. Yea! They that died
with Christ on the cross and rose again by faith to enter the
kingdom of God crossing Jordan have already seen the sign of
Jonah. Therefore they have to testify of the sign to the children
so that they may be saved by faith seeing the sign.

The stones which were in the midst of Jordan became an
eternal memorial to testify of the sign of God. How they that
have crossed Jordan to enter the kingdom of God could testify
of the sign of God? Apostle Paul testified of this:

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are
become new.”(2Cor. 5:17)

Yea! Nowadays, whosoever that is saved can testify of
themselves that died in the midst of Jordan, and rose again in
Christ. In other word, the children of God can testify of
themselves as the stones died in the midst of Jordan, and rose
again. When Peter confessed, “Thou art the Christ, the Son
of the living God.”(Matt. 16:16), Lord Jesus answered to him,
“That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my
church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against
it.”(Matt. 16:18) “Peter” means a “stone”. Lord Jesus is the
“Rock”(1Cor. 10:4); and they that believe in the Lord Jesus as
Peter are “stones”.  As the stones in the midst of Jordan were
chosen as memorials, all the Christians may testify as the
stones of the life that they received in the midst of death. As
the “stone” smote the image that the king of Babylon saw
became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth (Dan.

2:31-35), the earth shall be filled with the people of God and
his children when the Lord Jesus come again.

We find another memorial in the main passage. Joshua set
up twelve stones in the midst of Jordan, in the place where the
feet of the priests which bare the Ark of the Covenant stood.
When the waters returned unto their place, the stones couldn’t
be seen anymore, but they were still in the midst of Jordan;
scripture still testify, “They are there unto this day.”(v9)

Even though we are saved, and crossed over Jordan, our old
men are dead and are still buried in the midst of Jordan.
Apostle Paul testified of this, “I am crucified with Christ;
nevertheless | live.”(Gal. 2:20) Yea! We have to testify not
only of the new creature, but also the old men died on the cross
with Christ, and buried with him.

This gives us another important message that there may be
many invisible servants of God that testify of the sign of God.
Their names may not be known to the world, but they still
testify of Christ hiding them; they may be in the permanent
handicap or in underground churches or in prison so that they
may be able only to intercede for the kingdom of God. They
may be only known to God as man-servants or woman-
servants.

God is the Almighty One that could make the waters stand
up or return unto their place. God made them keep the
Passover in Canaan so that they might know the Passover in
Egypt as the first salvation, and the other one as the last
salvation. Apostle Paul testified, “*Looking unto Jesus the
author and finisher of our faith” (Heb. 12:2)

Even Jesus Christ said into John, “I am Alpha and Omega,
the first and the last.”(Rev. 1:11)

We are to look forward the eternal inheritance until our
salvation is completed with patience when we have
incorruptible and immortal body to enter the kingdom of God.

We may notice two kinds of men that we may imitate. The
first one is about forty thousand of the children of Reuben,
Gad and half the tribe of Manasseh that prepared for war
passed over armed before the children of Israel. Nowadays,
there are army of Christ that wear the whole of armor of God,
and pray always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit,
and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication
for all saints to be ready for the spiritual warfare (Eph. 6:11-
18).

The second one is the priests that bore the ark until all the
people of Israel cross over the Jordan. There are also men of
faith that overcome all the fears, and have faith in the word of
God, and encourage all the saints for them to proceed without
fear. Even nowadays, God is looking for them that volunteer to
be the army of Christ; and he wants to give the blessing to
reign with him when they wear the whole armor of God to
suffer with the Lord (2Tim. 2:12) . The door is widely open for
us to answer his calling. What about dedicating unto his work?
Hallelujah!



