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[0-13-2009 weekly message]

Meditation: Psalms 139:1-24

Main scripture: Joshua 7:1-26

Subject: Sanctify yourselves against tomorrow!

The remnant of Israel crossed over Jordan completely; and encamped
in Gilgal that means “This day have I rolled away the reproach of
Egypt from off you.” And it came to pass, when all the king of the
Amorites, which were on the side of westward, and all the kings of the
Canaanites heard that the LORD had dried up the waters of Jordan
from before the children of Israel, until they were passed over, that
their heart melted, neither was there spirit in them any more, because of
the children of Israel.

But, now, something totally opposite happened to pass. They sent
only three thousand men to Ai to fight; and they fled before the men of
Ai. And the men of Ai smote of them about thirty and six men to death.
Now the hearts of the people of Israel melted, and became as water
fearing the Amorites. When they obeyed the word of God, and sanctify
themselves, the hearts of the Amorites melted; but now their hearts
melted because of the Amorites.

Joshua rent his clothes, and fell to the earth upon his face before the
ark of the LORD until the eventide, and cried to the LORD:

“Alas, O LORD God, wherefore hast thou at all brought this
people over Jordan, to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, to
destroy us? would to God we had been content, and dwelt on the
other side Jordan! 20 LORD, what shall I say, when Israel turneth
their backs before their enemies! *For the Canaanites and all the
inhabitants of the land shall hear of it, and shall environ us round,
and cut off our name from the earth: and what wilt thou do unto

thy great name?”(vss 7-9)

The LORD God told him that Israel had sinned, and they had also
transgressed his covenant which h commanded. Even though only a
man, Achan sinned, God said that Israel sinned. Now the LORD gave a
sentence to them:

«Israel hath sinned, and they have also transgressed my covenant
which I commanded them: for they have even taken of the
accursed thing, and have also stolen, and dissembled also, and they
have put it even among their own stuff. **Therefore the children of
Israel could not stand before their enemies, but turned their backs
before their enemies, because they were accursed: neither will | be

with you any more, except ye destroy the accursed from among you.

“(vss 11-12)

The LORD God already had warned them before they occupied with
Jericho: «*®And ye, in any wise keep yourselves from the accursed
thing, lest ye make yourselves accursed, when ye take of the
accursed thing, and make the camp of Israel a curse, and trouble it.
¥yt all the silver, and gold, and vessels of brass and iron, are
consecrated unto the LORD: they shall come into the treasury of
the LORD. “(6:18-19)

Upon giving the judgment against their sin, the LORD asked them
what to do to be delivered the curse saying, “Sanctify the people.” And
asked him to say to them, Sanctify themselves against tomorrow. They
cannot stand before their enemies, until they take away the accursed
things from them. He was asked to bring according to the tribes, and
families, and households, and man. And it shall be, that he that is taken
with the accursed thing shall be burnt with fire, he and all that he has.
Finally Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, the
son of the tribe of Judah, was taken. Achan was taken by the LORD
among the people. After all Israel stoned him with stones, and burned
them with fire, after they had stoned them with stones. And they raised

over him a great heap of stones. So the LORD turned from the
fierceness of his anger.

Even through investigation using CCTV criminals could be found

out, nothing is impossible for the LORD God of OMNISCIENCE,
OMNIPOTENT, and OMNI PRESENCE. David confessed of the
Almighty God:
““Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou
understandest my thought afar off. *Thou compassest my path and
my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways.... 'Whither
shall 1 go from thy spirit? or whither shall | flee from thy
presence? °If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my
bed in hell, behold, thou art there. “(Ps 139:2,3,7,8)

Until now, the LORD God has been dealing with Israel as a nation,
not individually, for they were chosen as the nation of priest so that
they may reign with the LORD in the earth in the future; but for the
children of God, he deals with individual. Apostle Paul warned toward
Christians, Saying , the wrath of God comes upon the children of
disobedience because of fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection,
evil concupiscence, and covetousness (Col. 3:5-6) When whole nation
of Israel stole tithes and offerings, God cursed them and showed the
way of blessing: “ Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me.
But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and
offerings. °Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me,
even this whole nation. '°Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse,
that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith,
saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room
enough to receive it.”(Mal 3:8-10) Since the people of God are to be
sanctified to enter the Millennium of Christ, the children of God should
be much more holy without spot and without blemish.

Apostle Paul testified to the saints of Corinthians church: For | am
jealous over you with godly jealousy: for | have espoused you to
one husband, that | may present you as a chaste virgin to
Christ.”(2Cor 11:2)

He also testified to the saints of Ephesians church:
“1Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; 2and walk in
love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an
offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour. ...*That
he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the
word, "That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be
holy and without blemish.”(Eph 5:1,2,26,27)

For Thessalonians church he encouraged:

«ZAnd the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God
your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”(1Thes 5:23)

Apostle Peter awakened the children of God at end time:

«’But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and
watch unto prayer. ®And above all things have fervent charity
among Yyourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of
sins..... ©yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be
ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf. *'For the time is
come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first
begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel
of God? *®And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the
ungodly and the sinner appear? *Wherefore let them that suffer
according to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls to
him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator.”(1Pet 4:7,8,16-19)

Let us run the race of faith with patience unto holiness in the word
of truth remembering the last prayer of the Lord Jesus Christ!
“Msanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.”(John 17:17)

Amen! So! Hallellujah!



