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[-20-2009 weekly message]

Meditation: Psalms 34:1-22

Main scripture: Joshua 8:1-35

Subject: Comfort of God for them that repent

After Israel stoned Achan with stones, and burnt him with fire, for
he brought sin of covetousness to Israel, the LORD turned from the
fierceness of his anger, and he gave the message of comfort. That
message was the same one as what the LORD gave him when he was
called by the LORD (1:9): “Fear not, neither be thou dismayed.”
God still want to comfort them that bring forth fruits meet for
repentance. The wrath of God comes upon the children of disobedience
for covetousness’ sake, but God is willing to comfort them when they
repent. Apostle Paul testified of the comfort of God: “>And ye have
forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children,
My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when
thou art rebuked of him: ®For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth,
and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.” (Heb 12:5-6)

But the comfort of God cannot be tasted by the one that never
repents. John the Baptist cried out to Pharisees and Sadducees that not
repented: “O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee
from the wrath to come? °Bring forth therefore fruits meet for
repentance: °And think not to say within yourselves, We have
Abraham to our father: for | say unto you, that God is able of these
stones to raise up children unto Abraham. °And now also the axe
is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the
fire.”(Matt 3:7-10)

When Israel repented their sin, the LORD spoke to Joshua:

“1 have given into thy hand the king of Ai, and his people, and his
city, and his land:”(v1) This time the LORD asked them to take the
cattle thereof, and take for the prey unto themselves. When they
conquered Jericho, they were asked to bring all the silver, and gold, and
vessels of brass and iron unto LORD. But now they were to take all the
prey for them. God want to bless the children of God with the first
fruits. The writer of Proverb testified of this: “°Honour the LORD
with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine
increase: °So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses
shall burst out with new wine.”(Prov 3:9-10)

The born again children of God are also chosen to be the armies of

Christ. They have to be armed spiritually wearing the whole armor of
God, and have to build the strategy against the Devil. Apostle Paul
testified of spiritual warfare:
«Fjinally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of
his might. **Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able
to stand against the wiles of the devil. **For we wrestle not against
flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places. *Wherefore take unto you the whole
armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day,
and having done all, to stand. *“Stand therefore, having your loins
girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of
righteousness; *°And your feet shod with the preparation of the
gospel of peace; °Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye
shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. *’And take
the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God: **Praying always with all prayer and supplication in
the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and
supplication for all saints; “(Eph 6:10-18)

The LORD smote them all with the edge of the sword not only in
Ai but in Bethel. What a cruel scene it is! This shows us how the

LORD judges them that never believe on him when he comes again
after long suffering. Now he stretching his hand of loves them to repent
and receive the gospel of grace, and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.
But time is up, the sword of God of righteousness shall smite the
sinners and the wicked; this is the reason why we have to evangelize.
Apostle John testified of the Day of Judgment seeing in the Spirit:
«MAnd | saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he
that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in
righteousness he doth judge and make war. *?His eyes were as a
flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a
name written, that no man knew, but he himself. *And he was
clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The
Word of God. *And the armies which were in heaven followed him
upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. **And out
of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the
nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth
the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.”(Rev
19:11-15)

After victory, Joshua built an alter unto the LORD God of Israel in
mount Ebal. As it is written in the book of law of Moses, an alter of
whole stones, over which no man hath lift up any iron; and they offered
thereon burnt offerings unto the LORD, and sacrificed peace offerings.
And afterward he read all the words of law, the blessings and cursings
according to all that written in the book of law. Our Lord Jesus Christ,
our God much greater than Joshua sacrificed himself for all our sins of
the law to be the burnt offerings and peace offerings for us. Apostle
Paul testified of such grace given unto us: ““There is therefore now no
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not
after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life
in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.
3For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the
flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and
for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: “That the righteousness of the
law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after
the Spirit.”(Rom 8:1-4)

Our Lord Jesus Christ died on the cross and rose again the third day
to overcome the Devil that has the power of sin and death. Whosoever
obeys him is already having won the spiritual warfare. The Lord Jesus
Christ, our God much greater than Joshua is our great commander,
therefore we are to be his soldiers. Our Father God has already given
him the Heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth
for his possession (Ps 2:8). The scripture says, the meek obedient to
Christ shall receive the earth as the inheritance:

“Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.”(Matt

5:5) “%For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be: yea, thou
shalt diligently consider his place, and it shall not be. *But the
meek shall inherit the earth; and shall delight themselves in the
abundance of peace.”(Ps 37 10-11)

When we were sinners, the Lord Jesus Christ sacrificed himself as
the burnt offering and peace offering for our sins; this is the reason why
we should be soldiers of Christ dedicating ourselves for the gospel of
grace. This is the only way to answer his grace; and we shall be blessed
with him reigning with him in the earth when he comes again. Apostle
Paul testified of this blessing:

«Therefore I endure all things for the elect's sakes, that they

may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal
glory. Y1t is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall
also live with him: *1f we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if
we deny him, he also will deny us: “(2Tim 2:10-12)

Let us have a victorious life being the army of Christ! Hallelujah!



