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[0-27-2009 weekly message]
Meditation: Psalms 24:1-10
Main scripture: Joshua 9:1-27
Subject: Temptation followed by victory

Apostle Paul warned to the saints of Corinthians saying,
“Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he
fall.”(1Cor. 10:12) On the other hand, he encouraged them
saying, There hath no temptation taken you but such as is
common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to
be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation
also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear
it.”(1Cor. 10:13)
King David said in his prosperity, “I shall never be moved.”(Ps
30:6) But when he was in prosperity, he committed adultery and
murder; he had to repent his sins wetting his bed with his tears
every night (Ps 51). This shows us a very important teaching for us
to be alert in prosperity. Even Joshua, the great servant of God
took a mistake when he was in the absence of mind after a great
victory.

After they destroyed Jericho, and conquered Ai, Joshua was
involved with temptation. Being fascinated with victory and
overlooking the cunning temptation of the Satan, they forgot the
spoken word of God to be ended up with a big mistake. LORD
God had spoken to Moses earlier:

“Take heed to thyself, lest thou make a covenant with the
inhabitants of the land whither thou goest, lest it be for a snare
in the midst of thee :”(ex 34:12)

The inhabitant of Gibeon did work wilily, and went and made
as if they had been ambassadors, and took old sacks upon their
asses, and wine bottles, old, and rent, and bound up: And old shoes
and clouted upon their feet, and old garments upon them; and all
the bread of their provision was dry and mouldy. And they went to
Joshua unto the camp at Gilgal. Speaking about the reputation of
Joshua, they asked him peace making a league with him. Joshua
didn’t ask counsel at the mouth of the LORD. Finally, Joshua
made peace with them, and made a league with them, to let them
live: and princes of the congregation swore unto them.

Not knowing them the inhabitants of Gibeon, and Chephirah,
and Beereth, and Kirjathjearim, they swore unto them by the lord
God; so they might not touch them. Apostle James warned the
saints not to swear:

“But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by
heaven, neither by the earth, neither by any other oath: but let
your yea be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into
condemnation.”(James 5:12)

When all the congregation murmured against the princes, all the
princes said unto all the congregation:

" We have sworn unto them by the LORD God of Israel: now
therefore we may not touch them. This we will do to them; we
will even let them live, lest wrath be upon us, because of the
oath which we sware unto them. “(vss 19-20)

The writer of Ecclesiastes warned not to make vows unto God:

“When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he
hath no pleasure in fools: pay that which thou hast vowed.
Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou
shouldest vow and not pay. Suffer not thy mouth to cause thy
flesh to sin; neither say thou before the angel, that it was an
error: wherefore should God be angry at thy voice, and
destroy the work of thine hands? For in the multitude of
dreams and many words there are also divers vanities: but fear
thou God.”(Eccl. 5:4-7)

When Joshua did wrong with the princes of Israel, the remnant
of Israel murmured for a moment, but they obeyed Joshua and the
princes when they said, they had sworn unto them by the LORD
God. But the most of them that came out of Egypt murmured all
the time, and tried to stone Moses; they all died in the wilderness.
Nowadays, the leaders of the church could make mistake not on
purpose to bringing forth something harm. The congregation of
church had better show generosity unto them instead of murmuring
and fighting, and embraces the responsibility. Therefore the saints
should pray for them and intercede for them not to be in temptation.
Believing the faithfulness of God making the way to escape, they
should continue to support the leaders of church.

LORD God made Hivites be the hewers of wood and drawers
of water unto all the congregation; as the princes has promised
them. This shows in advance the nations of Gentiles as sheep saved
by the Lord Jesus, when he sits upon the throne of his glory after
the Great Tribulation:  “When the Son of man shall come in his
glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon
the throne of his glory: And before him shall be gathered all
nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a
shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: And he shall set
the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. Then
shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world:”(Matt. 25:31-34)

Seeing the power of LORD God revealed in the Great
Tribulation, and also seeing how the LORD God guide the Israel
on the wing of the eagle, the nations that stretch their hand to help
the remnant of Israel shall have the right to enter the Millennium of
Christ. Israel shall be the nation of priest ruling the earth, and the
Gentile nations shall serve the Israel. Hivites remembered the
covenant of God for the Israel to occupy Canaan, and they
deceived Joshua being afraid of their lives; they believed in the
power of LORD God as if Rahab heard the report of the LORD
God being with Israel, and hid the spies of Israel to be saved. Yes!
The gospel of Christ is the power of God that gives salvation unto
them that believe (Rom. 1:16). Therefore all the saints have to do
beat to preach the gospel.

Even nowadays, God want to bless the nations that bless the
people of Israel, and curse one that curse Israel; The LORD God
has been keeping his covenant given unto Abram until now and
forever saying, “And | will bless them that bless thee, and
curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all
families of the earth be blessed.”(Gen. 12:3)

We are to bless the Israel preaching the gospel in
Jerusalem through the radio station of “High Adventure”.
We are going to preach the gospel to Jerusalem asking
them to behold your God “Ishua” coming King as a voice
of the wilderness and the voice of hope. What about all of
you participate in this ministry to have blessing promised
by the Lord God! Hallelujah!



