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[10-25-2009 weekly message]
Meditation: Psalms 81:1-16

Main scripture: Joshua 23:1-16
Subject: Have rest in the Holy Spirit

The LORD had given rest unto Israel from all their enemies
round about given rest unto through Joshua. Joshua waxed old and
stricken in age. He left a final word unto Israel saying, Ye have
seen all that the LORD your God hath done unto all these nations
because of you; for the LORD your God is he that hath fought for
you. | have divided unto you by lot these nations that remain, to be
inheritance for your tribes. He also witnessed saying, The Lord
your God shall expel them before you, and drive them from out of
your sight; and ye shall possess their land, as the LORD your God
hath promised unto you.

Reminding all of these things, he encouraged them as his last
counseling:

Firstly, be ye therefore very courageous to keep and to do all
that is written in the book of the Law of Moses that ye turn not
aside there from to the right hand or to the left.

Secondly, ye come not among these nations, these that remain
among you; neither make mention of the name of their gods, nor
cause to swear by them, neither serve them nor bow yourselves
unto them.

Thirdly, cleave unto the LORD your God, as ye have done unto
this day.

Fourthly, take good heed therefore unto yourselves, that ye
love the LORD your God.

And they were given the word of promise again:

“®One man of you shall chase a thousand: for the LORD
your God, he it is that fighteth for you, as he hath promised
you.”(V10)

And also the word of warning was given unto them:

“!2Else if ye do in any wise go back, and cleave unto the
remnant of these nations, even these that remain among you,
and shall make marriages with them, and go in unto them, and
they to you: **Know for a certainty that the LORD your God
will no more drive out any of these nations from before you;
but they shall be snares and traps unto you, and scourges in
your sides, and thorns in your eyes, until ye perish from off
this good land which the LORD your God hath given you.
...**When ye have transgressed the covenant of the LORD your
God, which he commanded you, and have gone and served
other gods, and bowed yourselves to them; then shall the anger
of the LORD be kindled against you, and ye shall perish
quickly from off the good land which he hath given unto
you.”(V12,13,16)

After Joshua died, they had been involved in worshipping the
gods of the Gentiles all through the days of judges ignoring the
warning of the LORD, and chastened by the LORD. At the time of
Prophet Samuel, they asked him to make their king among them
forsaking the LORD God (1Sam 8:1-5) When Samuel prayed to
the LORD with worry and concern, The LORD spoke unto him:

“5But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said, Give us a
king to judge us. And Samuel prayed unto the LORD. "And the
LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people

in all that they say unto thee: for they have not rejected thee,
but they have rejected me, that | should not reign over
them.8According to all the works which they have done since
the day that | brought them up out of Egypt even unto this day,
wherewith they have forsaken me, and served other gods, so do
they also unto thee. *Now therefore hearken unto their voice:
howbeit yet protest solemnly unto them, and shew them the
manner of the king that shall reign over them. “(1Sam 8:6-9)

Their kings also ended up with not serving the LORD. Finally,
they had to be under salves of the Gentile nations such as Babylon
and Assyria. When they were under control of Romans, they
crucified even their king the Lord Jesus Christ to death. They had
to be scattered in the all nations for two thousand years until they
restore the nation of Israel; and millions of Jews were Killed during
the World War Il. Until now they have been denying the Lord
Jesus Christ, the Son of God; they don’t understand that they have
been preparing the Anti-Christ as their Messiah. But when the
LORD KING appears, they shall repent among all Israel. Prophet
Zechariah testified:

«%And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of
supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have
pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his
only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in
bitterness for his firstborn... In that day there shall be a
fountain opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of
Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness.”(Zech 12:10; 13:1)

Apostle Paul testified of the eternal rest that shall be given unto
them when he comes again:

“®For i had given them rest, then would he not
afterward have spoken of another day. “There remaineth
therefore a rest to the people of God. *°For he that is entered
into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God
did from his. 'Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest,
lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief. “(Heb.
4:8-11)

Yes! The Holy Ghost speaks unto us through Apostle Paul
seeing their disobedience and the result thereof. There can be no
rest unless we obey the word of God being led by the Spirit.
Opening ourselves before the word of God, and come forward to
the throne of grace repenting our sins to have mercy and
righteousness, we have to be in the presence of the Holy Spirit
always. We have to walk in the Spirit, putting off the things of the
flesh. For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually
minded is life and peace (Rom. 8:6). The spiritual mind is the life
of obeying the word of God that is spirit, and obey it. This is the
very rest that we are to have during the earthly life. Apostle Paul
testified of this:

“"For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.”(Romans
14:17) Hallelujah!



