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111-8-2009 weekly message]
Meditation: Psalms 125:1-5
Main scripture: Joshua 24:1-33
Subject: Jesus coming to give the true rest to
Israel

The Lord God reminded to the Israel of Abraham
who was delivered from Terah who worshipped other
gods to lead to Canaan; and of giving Isaac to him;
and Jacob and Esau to Isaac; and of delivering them
out of Egypt; and of giving them a land for which
they did not labour, and cities which they built not;
and giving them the vineyards and olive yards which
they planted not do they eat.

Joshua left sincere final words to the people of
Israel before he left the world as Moses did: “14Now
therefore fear the LORD, and serve him in
sincerity and in truth: and put away the gods
which your fathers served on the other side of the
flood, and in Egypt; and serve ye the LORD.
> And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD,
choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether
the gods which your fathers served that were on
the other side of the flood, or the gods of the
Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me
and my house, we will serve the LORD. “(vss 14-
15)

They answered him saying, “God forbid that we
should forsake the LORD, to serve other gods;” But
Joshua warned them seeing their heart: “Ye cannot
serve the LORD: for he is an holy God; he is a
jealous God; he will not forgive your
transgressions nor your sins. %If ye forsake the
LORD, and serve strange gods, then he will turn
and do you hurt, and consume you, after that he
hath done you good. “(vss 19-20)

To Peter saying to the Lord “Lord, I am ready to go
with thee, both into prison, and to death.”(Luke
22:33), Lord Jesus answered him, “Peter, the cock
shall not crow this day, before that thou shalt
thrice deny that thou knowest me.”(Luke 22:34)

King David had prayed many times to the LORD
saying, “Honor my righteousness!” until he
committed adulatory and murder. But he confessed
with tears after he sinned, “*Behold, | was shapen in
iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive

me.”(Ps 51:5) Jews still think themselves righteous
for they receiv0Oed the Law of Moses to keep them.
When we speak to the Jews in Israel, they never think
themselves sinners at all.

Before Joshua they would like themselves to be
witnesses for their pledge; Joshua made the stones set
up under an oak. But they had ended up worshipping
the idols of the Gentiles passing the ages of judges
and kings to be ruled by the Gentile nations; but they
still don’t understand themselves as sinners before
God. Therefore they couldn’t have true rest and have
been passing in the midst of fear until now.

The only way for them be free from all curses
unto the true rest is to have righteousness, peace and
joy in the kingdom of God through believing on the
Lord Jesus Christ which is much more great than
Joshua through the remission of sins. This is the very
reason why we have to preach the gospel of Christ
unto them first as Apostle Paul testified: “°For | am
not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the
power of God unto salvation to everyone that
believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the
Greek.”(Rom. 1:16)

Apostle Paul testified of the eternal rest for them
that are for them that have the remission of sins
through the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ not Joshua
in the epistles to the Hebrews: “®For if Jesus had
given them rest, then would he not afterward have
spoken of another day. °There remaineth
therefore a rest to the people of God. “(Heb. 4:8-9)

Yes! The way to have eternal true rest through the
remission of sins and purifying the conscience only
exist in Christ; and we have to try to have
righteousness, peace and joy being filled with the
Holy Spirit. Apostle Paul encouraged the saints of
this: “*°For he that is entered into his rest, he also
hath ceased from his own works, as God did from
his. 'Let us labour therefore to enter into that
rest, lest any man fall after the same example of
unbelief. “(Heb. 4:10-11)

Only they that have the true rest can the ministry
of the Lord Jesus. Only the true peace can be our
strength. Only the peace given by the Lord can
overcome the world.



