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[12-06-2009 weekly message]
Meditation: Psalms 30:1-12

Main scripture: John 5:17-27
Subject: They that hear shall live

In the mail passage, the only begotten Son of God, the Lord
Jesus Christ is speaking to the spiritually dead; he was the Word of
life from the beginning(lJohn 1:1). Apostle John testified clearly
of the Lord Jesus Christ:

“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard,
which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon,
and our hands have handled, of the Word of life;”(1John 1:1)

Since Adam, the first man sinned, death has been ruling in the
world instead of life. For the first time, the light of life was shining
in the darkness. Prophet Isaiah prophesized of the Lord Jesus
Christ appearing in the world as the light of life:

“?The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light:
they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them
hath the light shined.”(Isa 9:2)

Jesus heard that John the Baptist was cast into prison, he
departed into Galilee; and he came and dwelt in Capernaum to start
his ministry. Jesus confirmed his ministry to achieve the prophesy
of Isaiah:

“The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, by the
way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles; *The
people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them
which sat in the region and shadow of death light is sprung up.
“(Matt 4:15-16)

From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent; for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.

The Jews failed to recognize the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of
God, and rather tried to kill him. As John testified, the darkness
couldn’t understand the light even though the light of life was
shining into the darkness (John 1:4-5). They didn’t want to hear the
words of God spoken through prophets; they rather kill him
together with the god of the world so that they couldn’t know the
Son of God prophesized by the prophets.

They couldn’t understand the will of God that he wanted give
the life to the world through his Son. Jesus testified clearly of the
way to receive life for the dead:

“2\erily, verily, | say unto you, He that heareth my word,
and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and
shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death
unto life. ®Verily, verily, 1 say unto you, The hour is coming,
and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of
God: and they that hear shall live. *®For as the Father hath life
in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself;
“(John 5:24-26)

The Son of God is no more here in the earth until he comes to
judge the world. Then how we can hear the voice of the Son since
they that hear the voice of the Son shall live? The life is in the
word spoken by the Comforter, the Holy Ghost sent by God in the
name of his Son. The life in the body of the Son is now in the word
of the Son. The Holy Ghost spoke this truth through the Apostles.
Apostles preached of the life which is in the gospel of Christ once
again.

Apostle Paul testified clearly of the gospel of Christ:
“Moreover, brethren, | declare unto you the gospel which |
preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein
ye stand; °By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory
what | preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. *For
| delivered unto you first of all that which | also received, how
that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; “And
that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day
according to the scriptures: °And that he was seen of Cephas,
then of the twelve: “(1Cor 15:1-5)
“1Egr | am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the
power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the
Jew first, and also to the Greek.”(Rom 1:16)

Apostle Peter testified of the gospel that gives regeneration of
the spirit:

“2Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of
incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth
for ever. 2*For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as
the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof
falleth away: ®But the word of the Lord endureth for ever.
And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto
you.”(1Pet 1:23-25)

Whosoever that has received the life through the word of the
gospel may be able to preach the gospel, and they that hear the
gospel shall live. The life that was in God and his Son is now in
Christians. What a wonderful thing it is? They that understand this
truth are preaching the gospel opening their mouth widely. This is
a great authority that gives the life to the dead. Apostle Paul
testified of such blessing:

“BFor whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall
be saved. “*How then shall they call on him in whom they have
not believed? And how shall they believe in him of whom they
have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher?
And how shall they preach, except they be sent? As it is
written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the
gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! “(Rom
10:13-15)

Jesus gave a great promise to his disciples before departed
them:

“2verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me,
the works that | do shall he do also; and greater works than
these shall he do; because | go unto my Father.”(John 14:12)

Yes! As they that hear the word of the Son received life, we also can
give life through preaching the gospel of Christ given through the death
and resurrection of the Son. As the life in the Son is the light of man,
the life in us can give men life through shining the light. Adam was the
living soul; but the last Adam is quickening spirit (1Cor 15:45). The
Spirit of Christ in us is he quickening Spirit that give life to the dead.
What about participating in the joy of Christ through preaching the
gospel of life? Hallelujah!



