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[12-13-2009 weekly message]
Meditation: Psalms 16:1-11

Main scripture: Luke 10:38-42
Subject: One thing that is needed

Even though many things are done without doing one thing that
is necessary everything shall be in vain after all. There is a very
important message in the word of Jesus when he was invited by
Martha.

Martha was so busy preparing food for Jesus when he was
sitting at her house; Mary was sitting at Jesus feet, and heard his
word. Martha felt so sorry for her sister, Mary for she was not
helping her; and she blamed the Lord saying, does not care that my
sister has left her to serve alone? In other word, she tried to stop
the Lord to say his word to her sister with murmuring.

Then, Jesus called the name of Martha twice, and said unto her,

“ Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about
many things: “But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen
that good part, which shall not be taken away from her.”(Luke
10:41-42)
In other word, the best thing needed for her is to hear the word of
the Lord and understand the truth; and it cannot be taken away at
all. But Martha couldn’t understand his word. Then what was the
best and necessary thing that was taken by Mary? Apostle John
testified of this.

Jesus six days before the Passover came to Bethany to visit the
house of Lazarus. Martha served him again; and Lazarus was
sitting at the table with him. Then took Mary a pound of ointment
of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped
his feet with her hair; and the house was filled the odour of the
ointment. Yes! Mary must have understood, Jesus was going to die
on the cross for her sins sooner or later when he visited her house
before. So she did the best and needed thing unto Jesus when he
was visiting six days again before he was to be arrested (John 12:1-
3). She served the Lord with all her possession for his funeral not
to miss the opportunity.

Then said one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot which should
betray him, “Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred
pence, and given to the poor?” Even other disciples joined with
him to rebuke her. Then Jesus said,

«L¢ her alone: against the day of my burying hath she kept
this. 8For the poor always ye have with you; but me ye have
not always. ...Why trouble ye the woman? for she hath
wrought a good work upon me... ®*Verily | say unto you,
Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached in the whole world,
there shall also this, that this woman hath done, be told for a
memorial of her.”(John 12:7-8; Matt 26:10, 13)

The words of the Lord must have given understanding unto
Mary that the Lord had to die the sins of all men including her; and
he shall be rising again the third day after his burial; and even the
body of the Lord should not be corrupted in the grave as said by
David (Acts 2:27; Ps 16:10):

«!%For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou
suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.”(Ps 16:10)

Mary stood outside of the tomb of Jesus weeping at the dawn
the first day of the week, the third day; Then Jesus said unto her,
“Touch me not; for | am not yet ascended to my Father: but go
to my brethren, and say unto them, | ascend unto my Father,
and your Father; and to my God, and your God.”(John 20:17)
Other women also brought the ointment to the tomb of Jesus; they
couldn’t see the Lord. Their ointment was not needed any more;
they missed the opportunity to serve the Lord with it (Luke 24:1)

As the Lord said, wheresoever the gospel is preached, the thing
that Mary had done be told for a memorial of her.
“Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; *And that
he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according
to the scriptures:”(1Cor. 15:3-4) The reason why the word
“Buried” is included in the gospel of Christ is to achieve the word
of the Lord to memorize the thing that was done by Mary.

Then what is the best and needed thing for us while te Holy
Ghost has been among us since the Lord Jesus was lifted to
heaven? Are we so troubles about many things as Martha did? Or
are we hearing the word of the Lord sitting at his feet? Then do we
also understand what is the best thing needed for us to do? Or are
we killing time not doing anything? Lord Jesus shall not die
anymore again. His body never need the ointment for burial
anymore either. Lord Jesus of resurrection shall come again to the
earth. Then are we preparing to meet him? How are we preparing
to see him? Apostle John testified of the one thing needed:
“?Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet
appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall
appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he
is. ®And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself,
even as he is pure. “(1John 3:2-3)

How can we purify ourselves? Jesus said to the Father in his
final prayer, “17Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is
truth.”(John 17:17) Yes! We have to hear the word of the Lord
sitting at the written word of truth. Then we shall understand the
best thing needed as Mary did to be blessed doing it, and
participate in the eternal blessing.

Lord Jesus commanded to his eleven disciples who understood
the truth later on: “ Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: *Teaching them to observe
all things whatsoever | have commanded you: and, lo, |
am with you always, even unto the end of the world.
Amen.”(Matt. 28:19-20)

In the word “therefore”, Lord Jesus must have
reminded them of what he had taught them again. He
emphasized again the kingdom of God for all the nations
after the gospel are preached unto them. If we fail to preach
the gospel while the Holy Spirit stays in the earth, we shall
lose the opportunity forever. What about hearkening to the
words of God as Mary not losing the opportunity, but to
pour all our possession unto his ministry according to the

job given to each of us? Hallelujah!



