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14-29-2012 weekly message]
Meditation of the week: Jonah 2:1-10
Main scripture: Matthew 12:38-42
Subject: The sign that is sought by the evil and adulterous
generation; and Jonas’ sign

Jewish people have been seeking visible signs such as
miracles. Seeing many signs from the LORD God, they used
to forget the signs, and followed idols. They had seen ten
different wrath poured unto Egyptian by Moses and Aaron,
when they cried out unto the LORD God in the midst of
miserable slavery in Egypt. God divided the Red Sea for the
people of Israel to pass through on foot on the dry land; and
restored the Sea for Egyptian armies to overthrow all the
Egyptians in the sea. They also saw waters like river flowing
out of the rock in the desert, when Moses stokes the rock once.
God also sent manna as well as quails for their food. For forty
years in the wilderness, their clothes were not waxen old upon
them, and their shoes were not waxen old upon their feet at all
(Deut. 29:5). Isn’t it enough for them? Americans used to say
in such case, “Enough is enough!”

Since they entered into the land of Canaan, they forgot all
the signs given unto them, they turn their eyes to the idols, and
committed idolatry with fornication unto God, and they
submitted their sons and daughters as sacrificing offerings
unto the idols whether they are people or their kings. The
LORD God sent his prophets to give the word of judgment;
but they not hearkened unto them. Finally they were destroyed
by the nation of Gentiles such as Babylon sent by God. Their
idolatry always was followed by fornication.

In the main passage, Pharisees and the Scribes, the

leaders of the Jew came to Jesus to ask for signs again, when
they were under ruling of Roman Empire. Jesus rebuked them
saying, “An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a
sign.” Jesus gave them the sign of Jonas that is the only sign
for them. In other word, unless they understand the sign of
Jonas, they shall be the evil and adulterous generation forever
so that they shall be destroyed in the hell. Then, what is the
sign of Jonas? “For as Jonas was three days and three
nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three
days and three nights in the heart of the earth.”(v40)
Jesus was talking about the gospel of Christ that could deliver
them from all their sins and fornication. Apostle Paul named
the sign of Jonas as the gospel of Christ; and he testified, the
gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation to
everyone that believes whether they are Jews or Gentiles
(Rom. 1:16) Apostle Paul testified, the sign of Jonas is the
good news for the world, and testified of the gospel of Christ
saying, “Christ died for our sins according to the
scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again
the third day according to the scriptures.”(1Cor. 15:3, 4)

Apostle Paul understood the sign of Jonas, and testified of
the gospel as Jonah did saying, "For the preaching of the

cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which
are saved it is the power of God. For it is written, I will
destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing
the understanding of the prudent. Where is the wise?
where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world?
hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? For
after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew
not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to
save them that believe.”(1Cor. 1:18-21)

Apostle Paul testified unto them that seek the signs in
vain: “For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek
after wisdom: But we preach Christ crucified, unto the
Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness;
But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks,
Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. Because
the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness
of God is stronger than men.”(1Cor. 1:22-25)

Thousands years ago, Jonah was cast into the sea for

them on the boat by the lot, and spent three days and nights in
the belly of the whale; and he cried unto the LORD God
saying, “I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the
LORD, and he heard me; out of the belly of hell cried I,
and thou heardest my voice...... ®I went down to the
bottoms of the mountains; the earth with her bars was
about me for ever: yet hast thou brought up my life from
corruption, O LORD my God.”(Jon. 2:2, 6)
Jesus Christ was cast into the great sea called as the earth for
the sins of them that are evil and adulterous obeying the Father
God. He went down to the hell that is the heart of the earth to
receive the judgment of sin and death and the hell; and rose
again the third day as Jonah did. Johan actually died in the
belly of the whale; and his soul cried out. King David made
the prayer of the Lord Jesus in the heart of the earth in the
Spirit, “For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt
thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.”(Ps. 16:10)

Even nowadays, many people don’t understand the gospel
of Jesus Christ that is the sign of Jonas and they are still
looking for signs and wonders not repenting their idolatry.
Jesus Christ warned unto us living in the last days saying,
“Take heed that no man deceive you. For many shall come
in my name, saying, | am Christ; and shall deceive many.
“(Matt. 24:4, 5) Apostle Peter also warned to the generation
in the last days saying, “But the end of all things is at hand:
be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer. And above
all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for
charity shall cover the multitude of sins.”(1Pet. 4:7, 8) It is
the right time for all men to understand the sign of Jonas that
is the gospel of Christ to be saved. If not, the men of Nineveh
shall rise to judge them, because they repented at the
preaching of Jonas. Jesus said, behold, a great that Jonas is
here. Amen! Hallelujah!



