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5-13-2012 weekly message]

Meditation of the week: Psalms 48:1-14

Main scripture: 1Corinthians 9:19-27

Subject: What are you going to gain from this world?

In the main passage, Apostle Paul testifies of the purpose
of his life. Even though he is free from all men, he made
himself servant unto all men so that he might gain the more
people such as the Jews, they that are under the law as well as
without the law, and the weak. He wanted to save some
through winning to Christ.

In other word, he became the servant unto all men to
preach the gospel of Christ that is to give salvation unto all
men that believe in all their heart (Act 8:37), Christ died for
their sins according to the scriptures, and buried, and rose
again the third day according to the scriptures. He wanted all
men to believe on Christ, and receive the remission of sins,
and to be the children of God through the Holy Ghost. And his
life dedicated unto all men is to receive the reward of the
incorruptible crown from the Lord as an athlete running in
stadium. He also kept under his body, and brought it into
subjection; lest that by any means, when he preached to others,
he himself should be a castaway.

What about his life before he met with Jesus Christ, and
repented to receive Jesus Christ as his Lord and Saviour by
faith? He was a man of strong confidence as the Jew chosen
by God ignoring all other nations of people; and he tried to be
perfect through the law with special passion for ritual activity.
He thought that it was the way to please God. Therefore, he
hated Christians that preach the gospel of free gift through the
righteousness in Jesus Christ; and he arrested anyone that is
the believer of Christ Jesus believing Jesus as a head of cult.
In other word, he thought that he was serving God through
arresting and killing Christians.

But after he met with Jesus Christ to know him as God
and Messiah, he rather became himself the servant unto all
men to lead them to Christ. His life was changed completely
180 degree. He wrote a letter to the Romans saying, “I am
debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the
wise, and to the unwise. So, as much as in me is, | am ready to
preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also.”9Rom. 1:14, 15)
He also wrote unto Hebrews saying, “But without faith it is
impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe
that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek
him.”(Heb. 11:6)

What is it that changed the life of Paul for him to dedicate unto
the ministry of the gospel of Christ? He used to plan to kill all the
Christians with all his heart. He seemed to be a crazy man unto the
eyes that couldn’t understand him. What is the momentum that
changed his life 180 degree? It is that he met with Jesus Christ and
became to know who he is. He testified of Jesus Christ unto the

Colossians saying, “Who is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn of every creature: For by him were all things created,
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible,
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or
powers: all things were created by him, and for him: And he is
before all things, and by him all things consist.”(Col. 1:15-17)

How he understood this truth? He testified unto the Corinthians
saying, his faith is not in the wisdom of man, but the power of God. It
is only possible to know that Jesus Christ is God the Creator, neither
through the wisdom of this world nor one of the princes of this world,
but through the wisdom of God. God gives his Spirit unto them that
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ as the Creator so that they could
search all things, the deep things of God. No one can see Jesus Christ
through the spirit of the world that is given unto all men from their
birth, but only the Spirit from God can teach all things. Therefore the
natural man that not received the Spirit of God cannot receive the
things of the Spirit of God, for they are spiritually discerned. He
forsake all the knowledge of the world as dung; and he determined
not to know anything, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified so that he
made new goal of his life to preach the gospel unto all men so that
they might receive the eternal life through the Holt Ghost. Before he
was born of the Spirit of God, he persecuted Jesus Christ, and
persecuted Christians unto death through the spirit of the world that
was from the Devil, the prince of the world. After his conversion unto
Jesus Christ, he was not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, but to
preach the gospel to win the souls unto Christ unto his death for the
crown of righteousness.

Why are you still living in the word, and what do you want to
gain from the world? If you don’t have the same mind as Apostle
Paul, you must be a natural man. If you are natural man, you must
have been following the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the
pride of life, for you don’t have the Spirit of God. Such kinds of lust
are from the spirit of the devil, the prince of the world. Apostle John
testified of this saying, “For all that is in the world, the lust of the
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the
Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the
lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for
ever.”(1John 2:16, 17)

Then, what is the will of God? Apostle Paul wrote unto
Timothy, his spiritual son saying, “Who will have all men to be
saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.”(Tim. 2; 4)
Yea! Whosoever entered into the kingdom of God through the
regeneration of the Spirit of God is no more belong to the world;
therefore they are no more interested in such kinds of the lust.
Therefore they are willing to do the will of God as the new creatures
in the kingdom of God. They are also willing to be the servants unto
all men to preach the gospel to lead all men to the kingdom of God
from the world. Therefore Apostle Paul didn’t beat the air in vain as
the worldly men, and he kept under his body, and brought it into
subjections to keep his faith until he receive the crown. Finally, he
left a glorious word right before he left this world unto Timothy, his
spiritual son saying, "I have fought a good fight, I have finished
my course, | have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for
me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge,
shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them
also that love his appearing.”(2Tim. 4:7, 8) Amen! Hallelujah!



