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6-10-2012 weekly message|

Meditation of the week: Psalms 130:1-8

Main scripture: Acts 10:1-48

Subject: Cornelius seek the Lord to be born again of the
Sopirit

King David advised to his son, Solomon saying, °"And thou,
Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy father, and serve
him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind: for the
LORD searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the
imaginations of the thoughts: if thou seek him, he will be
found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off for
ever.”(1Chron. 28:9)

Apostle Paul wore a epistle to the saints in Rome saying,
“"For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth
in unrighteousness; Because that which may be known of God
is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. For
the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made,
even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without
excuse:”(Rom. 1:18-20)

Cornelius was a centurion of Roman army; and he feared God
with his entire house, and lived in godliness; and he gave much
alms to the people; and prayed to God always. How could he pray
to God even not knowing God? It was because that in him was
manifest of God, according to Apostle Paul. Not only Cornelius,
but everyone has the same manifest of God within them
according to the scriptures.

When he was praying to God, God sent his angel in a vision.
As King David advised to his son, Solomon, he must have
believed that he could find God when he seeks him. Therefore he
set a time for prayer, and gave alms to the people that were
created by God, and lived in godliness. Finally, God answered to
his prayer: “Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a
memorial before God.” God sent Apostle Peter to him so that
Cornelius hears the gospel of Jesus Christ. When his house
servants arrived at the city where Peter was staying, God spoke to
Peter in a vision when he prayed to God saying, “What God
hath cleansed, that call not thou common.”

Finally, when the servants of Cornelius arrived at the place of
Peter, God told Peter, “Arise therefore, and get thee down,
and go with them, doubting nothing: for I have sent them.”
Cornelius greeted Peter falling down at his feet to show how
much he had been seeking the Lord. Peter took him up; and
Cornelius told Peter what happened saying, four days ago he was
fasting until that hour; and ninth hour he prayed in his house; and
he also reported of the angel he met in a vision. And he was
present before God with his household, to hear all things that
were commanded Peter of God. They were ready to meet the
Lord.

Then, Peter opened his mouth, and said, “Of a truth |
perceive that God is no respecter of persons: But in every
nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is
accepted with him. The word which God sent unto the
children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (he is

Lord of all :) That word, | say, ye know, which was published
throughout all Judaea, and began from Galilee, after the
baptism which John preached; How God anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went
about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the
devil; for God was with him. And we are witnesses of all
things which he did both in the land of the Jews, and in
Jerusalem; whom they slew and hanged on a tree: Him God
raised up the third day, and shewed him openly; Not to all the
people, but unto witnesses chosen before God, even to us, who
did eat and drink with him after he rose from the dead. And
he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to testify
that it is he which was ordained of God to be the Judge of
quick and dead. To him give all the prophets witness, that
through his name whosoever believeth in him shall receive
remission of sins.”(Acts 10:34-43)

While Peter yet spoke these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all
them which heard the word. And they of circumcision which
believed were astonished, as many as Gentiles also was poured
out the gift of the Holy Ghost. For they heard them speak with
tongues, and magnify God. Then peter commanded them to be
baptized in the name of the Lord; and they were baptized with
water right after they were born again of the Spirit. As the Lord
Jesus promised to peter to give the keys of the kingdom of heaven
when he made a confession of faith to him (Matt. 16:19), Peter
used the first key for the Jews to lead them to the kingdom of
heaven on the day of Pentecost; and he used the second key to
lead the gentiles to the kingdom of heaven this time.

Peter simply preach the gospel of Christ to the household of
Cornelius as Apostle Paul preached saying, “...how that Christ
died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was
buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the
scriptures:”(1Cor. 15:3, 4) And the Holy Ghost came upon
them all that were present for them to call Jesus the Lord by faith
to be saved and born again of the Spirit. This is because Apostle
Paul confessed saying, “For | determined not to know anything
among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And | was
with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling.
And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing
words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit
and of power: That your faith should not stand in the wisdom
of men, but in the power of God.”(1Cor. 2:2-5)

What kind of purpose when you come to the Church on
Sunday? Are you sincerely seeking God to hear the word of God?
Or, only to attend a ritual service? We have to fear God knowing
him that is no respecter of persons, but only accept them that
work righteousness. Whosoever comes to church must have the
same heart as Cornelius to be blessed by God. Peter remembered
Cornelius and his household that received the Holy Ghost, he
spoke to the Jews saying, “And God, which knoweth the
hearts, bare them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost,
even as he did unto us; And put no difference between us
and them, purifying their hearts by faith.”(Acts 15:8,9)
Amen! Hallelujah!



