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[6-20-2010 weekly message]

Meditation: Psalms 47:1-9

Main scripture: 2Corinthians 11:1-4

Subject: The church of God that is a chaste virgin to Christ

Looking forward the marriage of the Lamb, the Lord Jesus
Christ, we are supposed to live preparing for the eternal blessing
knowing the blessing that we have received through the word of
God. Apostle Paul testified that we the Gentiles, the sinners have
been redeemed of all sins through the blood of Jesus Christ by the
gospel of Christ. Our sins was as scarlet, but now they are as white
as snow; they were red as crimson, they are now as wool (Isaiah
1:18). He was jealous over us with godly jealousy: for he has
espoused us to one hushand, that he may present us as a chaste
virgin to Christ. At the same time, he warned us not to be as Eve
that had not listened to her husbhand to be tempted by the serpent:
she forgets such a blessing in Eden.

Our Lord Jesus Christ was the Word in the beginning, and the
Word was with God, and he created all things with the Father God;
he was surely the Creator (John 1:1-5, Col. 1:15-19). What a
mysterious and unbelievable thing it is, knowing that the only
begotten Son of God came to the earth to be married to the sinners
like us? Apostle Paul wrote to the Galatians of the gospel of Christ
that he received is not after man; and he neither received it of man,
neither was he taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ (Gal.
1:11-12). In other word, he received the revelation of the gospel
directly from Jesus Christ. So except him, no one understood; that
was the reason why he was so much persecuted by the Jew.

LORD God made Adam, and blessed him, and God
commanded him to replenish the earth and to subdue it, and to be
fruitful in the earth. And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall
upon Adam, and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh
instead thereof. And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from
man, made him a woman, and brought her unto the man. Seeing
her, Adam said, “This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my
flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of
Man.”(Gen. 2:21-23) Then LORD God said, “Therefore shall a
man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his
wife: and they shall be one flesh.”(Gen. 2:24)

Apostle Paul understood the mysterious truth in the word of
God that a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall cleave
unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh, and he wrote to the
Ephesians saying,

“®%That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of
water by the word, ¥That he might present it to himself a
glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing;
but that it should be holy and without blemish. *So ought men
to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife
loveth himself. *For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but
nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the
church: *®For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of
his bones. 3'For this cause shall a man leave his father and
mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be
one flesh. **This is a great mystery: but | speak concerning
Christ and the church. **Nevertheless let every one of you in
particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see that
she reverence her husband.”(Eph. 5:26-33)

Apostle Paul understood this mystery, and testified that our
Lord Jesus Christ is the second man as well as the last Adam. He
also testified that the first man Adam was made a living soul; the
last Adam was made a quickening spirit: And the first man is of
the earth, earthy: the second man is the Lord from heaven, testified
by him (1Cor. 15:45-47). What a mysterious truth it is? What a
blessing for them that understands this truth, since Jesus Christ left
the Father in heaven to be married to the sinners in the earth? As
LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, he put his only
begotten Son in deep sleep in the grave for three days and three
nights for him to receive all our sins. After LORD God cleansed
our sins by the blood of Christ, and put all of us into his body to
make us to be his wife as one flesh with him. Apostle Paul testified
many times this truth saying, “In the Lord”, “In Christ”, and “In
God”, “In the Spirit”.

For this reason, Apostle Paul testified that he has espoused us to
one husband, that he may present us as a chaste virgin (church)to
Christ (husband)(2Cor. 11:2) He also warned that by any means, as
the serpent(Satan) beguiled Eve through his subtlety, so our mind
should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. The
church of God that id the body of Christ consists of the members
of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. If any one member of
the body is corrupted, the whole body is suffering together.
Apostle Paul testified that the church is the dwelling place of God
through the Holy Ghost saying:

«““Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but
fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of
God; 2°And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner
stone; *!In whom all the building fitly framed together
groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: ?In whom ye also
are builded together for an habitation of God through the
Spirit.”(Eph. 2:19-22)

Sooner or later, there shall happen a mysterious thing happen:
a chaste virgin espoused to Christ shall be lifted to the air led by
the Holy Ghost to meet the Christ, her husband to be married to
him (1Thes. 4:16-18, 1Cor. 15:51-56) What about being the
blessed ones we may be by hearing the voice from the throne of
God in heaven today?

“Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for
the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath
made herself ready. ®And to her was granted that she
should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the
fine linen is the righteousness of saints. *And he saith
unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto
the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me,
These are the true sayings of God.”(Rev. 19:7-9)

What blessing for us if we obey the word of our Lord Jesus
Christ who is the last Adam, and our eternal husband? What a
blessing to be the best spouse for him that is the eternal ruler in
heaven and earth? What a blessing for them that understand this
truth? Hallelujah!



