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[1-10-2010 weekly message)
Meditation: Psalms 16:1-11
Main scripture: Matthew 16:17-27
Subject: Power given to the church

“Church” is mentioned for the first time in the New
Testament. Stephen described the congregation of Israel in
the wilderness as “The church in the wilderness”. (Act
7:38)The church in the age of Old Testament is totally
different from the one in the New Testament. But both are
in common as an Ecclesia that is called out of the world by
God. The Israel was going forward to Canaan called out of
Egypt that is the symbol of the world; and Christians is
travelling to the New Jerusalem in heaven as strangers and
pilgrims separated from the world when they received the
remission of sins through the blood of Christ (1Pet 1:1-
2,2:11,Heb. 11:13)

Now the Lord Jesus is showing himself the Christ as the
king of Israel; and he said that they that believe in him shall
be the members built on him as well as the children of God
and his brothers through his death and blood. He revealed
himself after he heard the confession of faith, “Thou art
the Christ, the Son of the living God.”(Matt. 16:16) And
he emphasizes that only the Father God in heaven gives
understanding of Jesus as Christ.

Lord Jesus said unto Nicodemus, a religious leader of
Pharisees, “Except a man be born again, he cannot see
the kingdom of God.....5Jesus answered, Verily, verily, |
say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.”(John
3:3, 5) He clarified that no one can receive the Spirit of
God to understand Jesus as the Lord unless he believes in
Christ crucified on the cross. However a natural man may
be capable, ethical and intellectual, he cannot see the
kingdom of God, nor can enter into it, for he is blind
spiritually. In other word he can attend worship service, but
cannot be a member of church, the body of Christ.

Church was built on the Rock, the Lord Jesus Christ.
Lord Jesus declared unto Apostle John: “Fear not; | am
the first and the last: | am he that lived, and was dead;
and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have
the keys of hell and of death.”(Rev. 1:17-18)

In other word, he took back all the power from the Devil
that had the power of sin and death through his death on the
cross and resurrection to overcome death. Apostle Paul and
John testified of the purpose that the Son of God was
manifested clearly:

“YEorasmuch then as the children are partakers of
flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the
same; that through death he might destroy him that had

the power of death, that is, the devil; **And deliver them
who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject
to bondage.”(Heb. 2:14-15)

“®He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil
sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of
God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of
the devil.”(1John 3:8)

Yes! Whosoever believes in the Lord Jesus Christ
through true repentance can be the member of the church,
the body of Christ. One that has life can be united with the
Lord of life. Apostle Paul testified how he gave the Gentile
sinners as us the grace to be called as his brothers without
shame: 'For both he that sanctifieth (The_Lord Jesus
Christ) and they who are sanctified (us) are all of one
(Father God): for which cause he is not ashamed to call
them brethren, 12Saying, | will declare thy name unto
my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing
praise unto thee.”(Heb. 2:11-12)

Lord Jesus said the same thing when he met with Mary,
Magdalene, “....go to my brethren, and say unto them, |
ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my
God, and your God.”(John 20:17)

We were living in the spiritual hell as the slaves of death,

before we were born again through salvation. But we were
saved by the Lord to have eternal life when we believed in
him that has the power of death and hell; and we became
the members of his body. And if two of us shall agree on
earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be
done for us of our Father which is in heaven (Matt 18:19).
Apostle Paul testified of this clearly:
“There is therefore now no condemnation to them
which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh,
but after the Spirit. ?For the law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and
death. “(Rom. 8:1-2)

Yes! Now we are in the body of Christ spiritually even
though we are in the world physically. The natural men
cannot understand the spiritual things nor discern them;
rather they think the spiritual things as foolish ones. They
that are in Chris already have the mind of Christ (1Cor.
2:14-15). The gates of hell cannot overcome the members
of church anymore. Jesus taught his disciples saying, “And
fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to
kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to
destroy both soul and body in hell.”(Matt. 10:28)

We received the salvation of our souls through faith
(1Pet 1:9). Only born-again believers can understand this.
Are you born again? Apostle Paul encouraged the saints to
test themselves saying, “Examine yourselves, whether ye
be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not
your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except
ye be reprobates?”(2Cor. 13:5)



