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[5-9-2010 weekly message]
Meditation: Psalms 133:1-3
Main scripture: John 11:1-40
Subject: Believe to see the glory of God

All men sinned, and come short of the glory of God; and the
reason why they come short of the glory of God is that the
wage of sin is death (Rom. 3; 23; 6:23). Being short of the
glory of God means not to be able to rise again after death. The
dead neither can see the glory of God, nor see God. But
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, man can have
the everlasting life in the glory of God (Rom. 3:24). Lord Jesus
spoke to one of his disciple who was going to follow him after
the funeral of his father:”Follow me; and let the dead bury
their dead.”(Matt. 8:22)
How can the dead bury the dead? Definitely this means
spiritual death; and spiritually dead man is considered as the
dead before God, even though they have breath in their nose.
In other word, they are already as dust before God, for they
don’t have chance to be revived again.

In the main passage, Jesus wanted to reveal himself God
which gives life toward the world. He revived Lazarus from
death after his body was corrupted for four days; actually Jesus
allowed him to die of fatally illness. Jesus spoke to Martha; he
actually spoke to the world to declare himself the Son of God,
the Lord of life: “I am the resurrection, and the life: he that
believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:
SAnd whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never
die.”(John 11:25-26)

Jesus asked Martha, “Believest thou this?” afterwards.
Actually he was asking to the all of the world.

Upon hearing the confession of faith said by Martha, “Yea,
Lord: | believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God,
which should come into the world.”(John 11:27), Jesus
asked them to take away the stone from the place where the
dead were laid. Martha lost her faith again thinking the
corrupting body of her brother saying, “Lord, by this time he
stinks; for he has been dead four days.” Then Jesus said again
to her, “Said | not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe,
thou shouldest see the glory of God?”

And he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come forth.” And
Lazarus that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with
graveclothes: and his face was bound about a napkin.

To testify of himself God, the giver of life, he rose again
after died for our sins to be the first fruit of them that slept; and
the first fruits with the saints that slept in the faith of Christ
being their sins covered by the blood of animals in the law
(1Cor. 15:20; Matt. 27:52). Apostle John proclaimed boldly
toward the world, for he saw the resurrection of Jesus with the
saints with his eyes:

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. *The same was in the
beginning with God. 3All things were made by him; and
without him was not anything made that was made. In him
wad| life]; and the [life] was the light of men. .... “And the
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld
his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,)
full of grace and truth.”(John 1:1-4,14)

Lord Jesus grieved, for there were few that came to him to
have this life. Jesus spoke of the scriptures: “Search the
scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and
they are they which testify of me. And ye will not come to
me, that ye might have life. “(John 5:39-40)

In other word, the purpose of the scriptures written is to give
life to the dead. But they didn’t want to receive him to have
life, but for something else. Jesus spoke to the crowd that was
satisfied by the bread that is corruptible food: “It is the spirit
that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that
| speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.”(John
6:63) And he said to his disciples also, ®*But there are some
of you that believe not.”(John 6:64)

Then everyone except the twelve went away from Jesus. Jesus
asked the twelve, “Will ye also go away? Then Peter
confessed by faith to Jesus, ®®And we believe and are sure
that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God.”(John
6:68)

Yes! The word of the Lord Jesus is the word of life which
gives the life eternal; and the only way to receive the life is to
believe on the Lord Jesus, the Christ, and the Son of God.
Apostle John testified of the book of John that was written, that
you might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of Christ;
and that believing you might have life through his name (John
20:31).

Yes! The church of God is the body of Christ that gives life
through the regeneration of the Spirit obeying the gospel of
Christ in the words of God. Receiving life through the Holy
Ghost, the fruit of the Spirit is born automatically that is love,
joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
meekness, temperance (Gal. 5:22-23). These fruit could be
born through neither any training nor programs. Jesus spoke to
his disciples passing by the valley of Gridiron before he was
arrested: ‘I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that
abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much
fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.”(John 15:5)

The faith in the Lord is to believing his words beyond
circumstances or human thoughts; and such faith is not of
something in the future, but in present tense. When we believe
right now, we shall see the glory of God right now. As Lazarus
came forth from the dead, the dead spirit is to be revived right
away by faith. And the regenerated Spirit is hungry for the
milk of the word of life. Receiving the words of God to be
filled the Spirit of God, they can give the life to the dead
through preaching the gospel of Christ.

Finally, we have to remember the message of warning

given unto us by the Lord Jesus at the end time:
“But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of
the Son of man be. ®For as in the days that were before the
flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving
in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark,
And knew not until the flood came, and took them all
away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. Then
shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the
other left. Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one
shall be taken, and the other left.”(Matt. 24Z.:37-41)

He was talking about the generation to come that prefers
something corruptible instead of the life incorruptible. Not
being discouraged by seeing the world let us look unto the
Lord Jesus Christ the author and finisher of our faith.
Hallelujah!



