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[3-28-2010 weekly message]
Meditation: Psalms 17:1-15
Main scripture: 1Corinthians 15:12-26
Subject: Fundamental faith of Christian

Is there any reason why man live even a moment, if his or her
life shall be ended in vain sinning for the whole life? Someone
says, all things shall be ended with his death; but he seems not to
know what he is talking about. If he dies to rest in peace, is there
any reason why he continues to live even a day? He’d better die
when he is still young for them that preparer his funeral. Then why
he dares not to die? Is there any reason why he pursues the lust of
flesh, the lust of eyes, and the pride of life knowing all to be
withered and to fall in vain?

The bible says, “As it is appointed unto men once to die, but
after this the judgment.”(Heb. 9:27) Yes! Even though people
insist with their mouth that all things shall be ended with death; but
they fear death, for the spirit within knows of the judgment after
they die. Science and philosophies cannot teach the things
happening beyond death; so this ignorance brings forth fear unto
them.

According to the scriptures, God made human body with the
dust of ground, and the spirit through breathing his Spirit of life to
be the living soul (Gen. 2:7). Therefore the main being of man is
the soul. In other word, the soul shall not perish even after the
breath of body disappears. Our forefathers had already known that
the soul of man is to leave the body when they die, even though
they had not known God and Jesus either. That was the reason why
they gave offering unto the souls of their ancestors.

In the main passage, Apostle Paul testifies of the resurrection of
body. In other word, he is talking about the resurrection after man
dies. He also testifies that the resurrection of Jesus gives us the
hope of resurrection of man. He spent his whole life to testify of
the resurrection of Christ as well as of the hope for them that
believe in him; so his life was supposed to be in vain with troubles
and being a false teacher without resurrection of Christ. He also
said, if in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men
most miserable.

Jesus Christ, the Son of God couldn’t die because he has no sin
at all; but he could taste the death carrying the sin of the world, and
he rose again. The bible says, the first man Adam was made a
living soul, the last Adam, Christ manifested in the likeness of
Adam was made a quickening spirit (LCor. 15:45). Therefore, they
that receive his Spirit through faith also can live again through the
quickening spirit. Asin Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be
made alive (1Cor. 15:22). Through the Spirit of Christ we can have
the faith that overcomes the world.

The will of God is to take away the sin and death out of the
world. Apostle Paul testifies in the main passage, “The last enemy
that shall be destroyed is death.”(1Cor. 15:26) Apostle John also
testified: “And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire.
This is the second death.”(Rev. 20:14) He testified of the lake of
fire as the place to destroy death with the hell.

The saints also had died with the hope of resurrection. But they
had to wait upon the Christ who shall appear to die on the cross for
their sins, and to rise again from the dead, and to destroy sin and
death. Through the confession of faith of David, we can hear the
confession of faith of the saints in the age of the Old Testament:

«YErom men which are thy hand, O LORD, from men of the
world, which have their portion in this life, and whose belly
thou fillest with thy hid treasure: they are full of children, and
leave the rest of their substance to their babes. *As for me, |
will behold thy face in righteousness: | shall be satisfied, when
I awake, with thy likeness.”(Ps 17:14-15) In other word, all the
worldly men just lived for food, reproduction, and treasures
without the hope of resurrection. There is nothing new under the
sun.

The bible testifies of the resurrection of the saints who died
before Christ very clearly; and it was confirmed by a Roman
centurion again: “*°Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud
voice, yielded up the ghost. *!And, behold, the veil of the
temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the
earth did quake, and the rocks rent; *And the graves were
opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose, **And
came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the
holy city, and appeared unto many. **Now when the centurion,
and they that were with him, watching Jesus, saw the
earthquake, and those things that were done, they feared
greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God. “(Matt. 27:50-
54)

Apostle Paul testified of them as the first fruits that rose again

with Christ. And he also testified of the second group of
resurrection of the Christians that shall rise again when Christ
comes, saying the dead in Christ as well as the living in him shall
meet the Lord in the air: “**For the Lord himself shall descend
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and
with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise
first: Y Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air:
and so shall we ever be with the Lord. '®Wherefore comfort
one another with these words.”(1Thes. 4:16-18)
Apostle John testified, they that were beheaded for the witness of
Jesus, and the word of God, and which had not worshipped the
beast, neither his image, neither received his mark upon their
forehead, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ
a thousand years (Rev. 20:4-6).

Regarding the last resurrection after the Millennium of Christ,
Apostle Paul testified of them that shall rise to be judged at the
white throne of God as Apostle John testified: “**And I saw a
great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the
earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place
for them. *?And | saw the dead, small and great, stand before
God; and the books were opened: and another book was
opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out
of those things which were written in the books, according to
their works. ... **And whosoever was not found written in the
book of life was cast into the lake of fire.”(Rev. 20:11,12,15)

How can we testify of the resurrection of Christ as well as our
resurrection with him? Except man that has received the Spirit of
Christ cannot understand neither believes. Apostle Paul testified of
this: “ *And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-
ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty
power, **Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him
from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the
heavenly places,”(Eph. 1:19-20)

What about being the witness of the resurrection of Christ, and
glorify the Lord?



