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2-14-2010 weekly message

Meditation: Psalms 16:1-11

Main scripture: Romans 10:1-13

Subject: Have you ever met Jesus Christ raised from death?

There appears the sympathy of Apostle Paul toward Israel in the

main passage, for they are not willing to obey the righteousness of God
believing in their salvation through their own righteousness being
ignorant from the righteousness of God. Lord Jesus rebuked the
Pharisees, for they insisted righteousness in spite of their dirt body
filled with many defiled things:
«“2Eor from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts,
adulteries, fornications, murders, ?’Thefts, covetousness,
wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride,
foolishness: 2*All these evil things come from within, and defile the
man. “(Mark 7:21-23)

In other word, no one can be righteous unless all kinds of evil things
are eliminated from their heart; no one can stop the evil thoughts
coming out of his heart. Even though they do something good to others,
they cannot be righteous except benefitting to others.

LORD God already testified of the sins within the heart of man
through prophet Jeremiah:

“°The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked:
who can know it?”(Jer. 17:9)

«®Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots?
then may ye also do good, that are accustomed to do evil.”(Jer.
13:23)

In other word, no one can do goodness. How can wicked man do
something good? God proclaimed it.

The Holy Ghost proclaimed it through Apostle Paul:

“Bror all have sinned, and come short of the glory of
God;... 2For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”(Rom. 3:23;6:23)
Apostle Paul testified of this gift once again to the church of Ephesians:

“8For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God: °Not of works, lest any man
should boast. “(Eph. 2:8-9)

Apostle Paul testified of salvation by grace through faith; and he
testified of this faith in the main passage:
«That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and
shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead,
thou shalt be saved.”(Rom. 10:9)
In other word, he encouraged them to believe Jesus as God, and also
believe, Jesus rose again the third day after burial, and the gift of
eternal life is given through the faith in his resurrection.

But how can we believe in his resurrection, for we have never seen
him? Even his disciples didn’t believe in his resurrection. Then how
can we believe it after two thousand years passed by? His disciples
finally became to believe it when they saw Jesus appeared with his
scars of nail and spear. Then what about us? His disciples witnessed his
resurrection, because they saw Jesus with their eyes. But how can we
preach the gospel to witness his resurrection, never seeing him raised
from the dead for ourselves? The essence of the gospel is to witness his
death and resurrection. Only they that saw his death and resurrection
can witness of him. Jesus said to his disciples, “And ye also shall bear
witness, because ye have been with me from the beginning.”(John
15:27)

Then can we witness his resurrection only hearing that his tomb was
empty?

Lord Jesus said to his disciples just before he was crucified: “*But

when the Comforter is come, whom | will send unto you from the
Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father,
he shall testify of me:”(John 15:26)
Yes! Nowadays, it is only way to believe in his resurrection through the
witness of the Holy Ghost, the Spirit of truth. No other way! Even
though someone explain about his resurrection logically, it may only
possible for them to guess something, but impossible to see the Lord
Jesus raised from the dead. Apostle Paul met with Jesus appeared in the
air, and became an apostle to witness his resurrection. Lord Jesus chose
him as the apostle for the Gentiles so that he might testify how he met
with Jesus and salvation by faith through faith. He testified to the
church of Corinthians:

«1And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency
of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of
God. 2For I determined not to know any thing among you, save
Jesus Christ, and him crucified. *And I was with you in weakness,
and in fear, and in much trembling. “And my speech and my
preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power: *That your faith should
not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. “(1Cor.
2:1-5)

In other word, it is impossible to believe in Jesus who died for our
sins and rose again third day through the reason of man, but only
possible to understand positively. Then how can we believe in his
resurrection in our heart unto righteousness? It is only possible through
the demonstration of the power of God in the presence of the Holy
Ghost. Therefore Jesus said to his disciples, “20For where two or
three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of
them.” (Matt. 18:20), and he promised them to send the Holy Ghost in
his name to be with them. In other word, it is only possible to see the
Lord Jesus through the presence of the Spirit; and then we can receive
by faith through true repentance. Receiving him, we finally come to
know the Father God and Jesus Christ. Apostle Peter declared to the
Jews, saying “Repent ve therefore, and be converted, that your sins
maybe blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from
the presence of the Lord.”(Acts 3:19)Therefore Jesus interceded for
us in his final prayer:

“ And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true
God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.”(John 17:3)

Apostle Paul warned of the faith in vain: “By which also ye are
saved, if ye keep in memory what | preached unto you,_unless ye
have believed in vain. *For I delivered unto you first of all that
which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according
to the scriptures; 4And that he was buried, and that he rose again
the third day according to the scriptures: *And that he was seen of
Cephas, then of the twelve: “(1Cor. 15:2-5)

Have you ever received the remission of sins through the blood of
Jesus Christ kneeling down to confess yourself a miserable sinner, not
through the wisdom of man, but the power of the Holy Ghost? At the
same time, have you come to know the Father God and Lord Jesus of
resurrection through abiding the Spirit within you? Have you received
the eternal life through knowing the Lord Jesus? And are you
witnessing his death and resurrection of Jesus unto unsaved people?
They that have divine meeting with the Lord are glorified to enter into
Christ through faith. And now they are born as brand new, and
separated from the family of Adam to be the family of God. At the
same time, they begin to dwell in the kingdom of God having
righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost (Rom. 14:17).
Therefore Apostle John testified boldly of the faith that overcomes
the world (1John 5:4-5). Amen!



