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[4-25-2010 weekly message]

Meditation: psalms 133:1-3

Main scripture: 1Chronocles 4:9-10
Subject: Jabez’s prayer that pleased God

Listing the descendants of the tribe of Judah, Jabez was one of

them. For him, not only his name was listed, but also his prayer
that received answer from God. He was more honorable than his
brethren:
“And Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, Oh that thou
wouldest bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast, and that thine
hand might be with me, and that thou wouldest keep me from
evil, that it may not grieve me! And God granted him that
which he requested.”(1Chron. 4:10)

Knowing that all his prayers were heard by God, and only his
prayers were recorded in the scripture, his prayers must have
pleased God according to the His will. The main passage
introduced about him very shortly saying, “Jabez was more
honourable than his brethren: and his mother called his name
Jabez, saying, Because | bare him with sorrow.”

He was a man of sorrow, and he reminds us of Christ that was the
man of sorrow to be born of the tribe of Judah. Prophet Isaiah
testified of Him:

“He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and
acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from
him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.”(Isa. 53:3)

Yes! Jesus Christ must be the very man that received the most
sorrow in the tribe of Judah. Being led by the Holy Spirit through
this fact, Jabez’s prayer seems to agree to the Lord’s Prayer that
was given to the Father for the sinners.

Meditating how the prayers of Jabez and Christ pleased the
Father God, it shall be blessing, if we understand the right prayer
to the eyes of God.

Firstly, Jabez prayed saying, “Oh that thou wouldest bless me
indeed” When LORD God called Abram, said to him:

“Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy
country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house,
unto a land that I will shew thee: And I will make of thee a
great nation, and | will bless thee, and make thy name great;
and thou shalt be a blessing.”(Gen. 12:2-3)

Then what is the blessing of God to be given unto man? King
David testified through his psalm:

“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to
dwell together in unity! It is like the precious ointment upon
the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard:
that went down to the skirts of his garments; As the dew of
Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of
Zion: for there the LORD commanded the blessing, even life
for evermore.”(Ps 133:1-3)

Yes! It is the everlasting life that is given to man by God.

Apostle Paul understood this truth, and testified:

Y"Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being
made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that
hangeth on a tree: That the blessing of Abraham might come
on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the
promise of the Spirit through faith.”(Gal. 3:13-14)

Jesus Christ said unto Nicodemus, one of Pharisees of how he
could receive this blessing when he visited him:

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life.”(John 3:16)

Secondly, Jabez prayed saying, “Enlarge my coast” He was
convinced that God wanted to enlarge his coast. Caleb, one of
descendants of Jabez in the tribe of Judah asked Joshua saying,
“Now therefore give me this mountain.”(Josh. 14:12-13), and he
received Hebron for an inheritance. Long time ago, God promised
Abraham to enlarge his coast in Canaan after Lot, his nephew
departed from him:

“And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was
separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the
place where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward,
and westward: For all the land which thou seest, to thee will |
give it, and to thy seed for ever. And | will make thy seed as the
dust of the earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the
earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered. Arise, walk
through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for
I will give it unto thee. “(Gen 13:14-17)

The writer of book of Hebrews testified of what is the thing that
pleases God very clearly: “But without faith it is impossible to
please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is,
and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek
him.”(Heb. 11:6)

Jesus also testified of ruling authority over cities as many as mina
(pound) gained through the parable of mina (pound) (Luke 19:12-
19)

Thirdly, Jabez prayed saying, “Thine hand might be with
me.” King David that was also a descendant of Judah as well as
the model of Christ to come testified of God that please to protect
his people by His hands:

“0 lord, thou hast searched me, and known me. Thou
knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou
understandest my thought afar off. Thou compassest my path
and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways. For
there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O LORD, thou
knowest it altogether. Thou hast beset me behind and before,
and laid thine hand upon me. “(Ps 139:1-5)

When the hands of the Lord are with him, he could be chastened
by him because of his sins, but he understood the will of God to
make him holy.

Fourthly, Jabez prayed saying, “Thine hand might be with
me, and that thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not
grieve me!” Lord Jesus also taught his disciples to pray saying,
“lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”(Matt.
6:13)

Apostle Peter also testified of the same message in the day of
Pentecost:

“Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise
is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off,
even as many as the LORD our God shall call. And with many
other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves
from this untoward generation. “(Acts 2:38-40)

What about having blessed life through the prayers that please
the Lord to receive answers? Hallelujah!



