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[1-24-2010 weekly message]

Meditation: Psalms 24:1-10

Main scripture: Ephesians 4:17-32

Subject: Put off the old man to put on the new
man!

All men born in the world are conceived in sin,
and are predestined to die some day; actually they are
dead spiritually. Apostle Paul testified, **Wherefore,
as by one man sin entered into the world, and
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men,
for that all have sinned:”(Rom 5:12)

But whosoever understand themselves born of
sinners, and receive the Lord Jesus Christ by faith
with repentance for the remission of sins are
separated from the old man that is born of Adam
under sin and death to enter into the body of Christ
through the new birth. The kingdom of God where
the born-again Christians enter into the body of
Christ in the current world; and they consist of the
church which is the congregation of Christians.
Apostle John testified, “*?But as many as received
him, to them gave he power to become the sons of
God, even to them that believe on his name:”(John
1:12)

Apostle Paul also testified clearly, “17Therefore if
any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old
things are passed away; behold, all things are
become new.”(2Cor. 5:17)

Apostle Paul strongly encouraged the saints in
the church of Ephesians to walk as the believer as a
new man. The born-again Christian in Christ Jesus is
already separated from the old man that is the
offspring of Adam. Apostle Paul testified of this,
saying, “2For the law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of
sin and death.”(Rom. 8:2) Whosoever understands
this truth must put off the behaviors of the old man. It
was impossible to put off the old man before
regeneration in the Spirit; but now it is possible to do
it through the power of the Spirit abiding within him
or her.

Apostle Paul encouraged them in the main
passage, saying, ““That ye put off concerning the
former conversation the old man, which is corrupt
according to the deceitful lusts; And be renewed

in the spirit of your mind; **And that ye put on the
new man, which after God is created in
righteousness and true holiness. “(vss 22-24)

First of all, they had to put off the old man, and
throw him out far away until it is not visible. The
new man is the born-again being separated from the
old man, and the partaker of the divine nature. The
new man is not from repairing the old man neither
improving it; the new man is the Christ formed
within the believer.

Apostle Peter testified of this, saying, “4Whereby
are given unto us exceeding great and precious
promises: that by these ye might be partakers of
the divine nature, having escaped the corruption
that is in the world through lust.”(2Pet 1:4)

Apostle Paul also testified of this, saying, “’For

ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in
God. “When Christ, who is our life, shall appear,
then shall ye also appear with him in glory.”(Col
3:3-4)
«20] am crucified with Christ: nevertheless 1 live;
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life
which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of
the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself
for me.”(Gal. 2:20)

Apostle Paul appealed toward the baby Christians

saying,

"My little children, of whom | travail in birth
again until Christ be formed in you” (Gal. 4:19)
This was the word of reproving the Christians that
were not matured spiritually even though they were
righteous through the grace of Christ freed from the
law.

The Holy Ghost grieves within the believers
when they walk in the behaviors of the old man. The
Holy Ghost has to stay within them until Christ come
again. We are not supposed to confine him within us,
but he has to be manifested through our holy life. The
character of Christ such as kindness, tender heart and
forgiveness should be manifested through us to
preach the gospel. Then sinners shall be blessed
through salvation in the gospel of Christ. Let us
present our body as a living sacrifice for his glory so
that Christ may be testified through the manifestation
of the Spirit and power! Hallelujah!



