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[7-18-2010 weekly message]

Meditation: Psalms 144:1-15

Main scripture: 1Corinthians 15:51-58

Subject: The mystery of the resurrection of body

The word of God testifies: “*In the beginning was the Word and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God. ®The same was in the
beginning with God. ®All things were made by him; and without him
was not anything made that was made. *In him was life; and the life was
the light of men. °And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness
comprehended it not. ..."*And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt
among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of
the Father,) full of grace and truth.”(John 1:1-5,14)

Jesus came to the Jews manifested in flesh incarnated from God and the
Creator and the Word in the beginning: « **Search the scriptures; for in
them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of
me. “°And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life. “(John 5:39-
40)

We can understand the theme of the word of God in the scriptures as

the eternal life in the Lord Jesus Christ who is the Word and God the Creator.

In other word, the resurrection of the body of the dead because of sin is the
only hope of the Christians. Moses spoke in his prayer, the days of our years
are threescore and ten; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years
(Ps. 90: 10). The body of man was made of the dust of the ground; and the
spirit through the breath of the life of God to be the living soul (Gen. 2:7).
When the death came unto man because of sin, the breath of life was taken
away; and the body of man was getting old to lose the breath unto death.

When man was unto death because of sin, God spoke unto the old
serpent that brought forth sin and death:*“*>And I will put enmity between
thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise
thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”(Gen. 3:15)

Apostle Paul declared this message again in the Spirit:

“*Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he
also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might
destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; **And
deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to
bondage.”(Heb. 2:14-15)

Apostle John, the beloved disciple of Jesus also testified again:

“ BHe that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the
beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he
might destroy the works of the devil.”(1John 3:8)

Lord Jesus also testified of the thing to be done by the devil and also his
work“!“The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy:
| am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more
abundantly. *'I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life
for the sheep. “(John 10:10,11)

Yes! The LORD God declared that he never created the heaven and the
earth and all things therein: in vain “**For thus saith the LORD that
created the heavens; God h imself that formed the earth and made it; he
hath established it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to be
inhabited: | am the LORD; and there is none else.”(Isa. 45:18)

The Satan tried to make the heaven and the earth and all things therein in
vain bringing forth sin, but God planned to restore all things unto life from
death through the death of his Son to take away the sin that was the reason
of all the problems. Since the earth and all things therein had been cursed
because of the sin of man (Gen. 3:17), God planned to restore all things
delivering from death unto life through solving the problem of sin. Lord
Jesus testified of this: “**Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that heareth
my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and
shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto
life.”(John 5:24)

In spite of the hindrance of the Satan, not destroying the earth and all
things therein, God had spoken his words through the prophets and his Son
and the Apostles for thousands years to restore them according to the laws of
his righteousness. Writing all these things in the scriptures, God wants to
save all men and have them come unto the knowledge of the truth (1Tim),
and have them preach the gospel unto all men. Therefore, when man repents

and receive the Lord Jesus Christ by faith who took away of the sin of the
world to forgive them all, the Spirit of God enter into the mortal body to
give the breath of life which was given unto Adam to revive his spirit. His
soul also is to be saved to the kingdom of God being delivered from the
judgment in the hell/ King David understood this, and testified:

““Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with
lovingkindness and tender mercies;”(Ps. 103:4)

Therefore whosoever believes in the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ receives
the restoration of his spirit and soul to be passed from death unto life. The
final thing to be restored is the mortal body. Apostle Paul testified of the
hope of the resurrection of mortal body unto the immortal one: “ **Because
the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption
into the glorious liberty of the children of God. *For we know that the
whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until
now. 2And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits
of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the
adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. “(Rom. 8:21-23)

Yes! The hope of the children of God is the redemption of the body. In
other word, it is to put off the immortal body when we die in the hope of the
resurrection of body. Jesus spoke to Martha, and made a question unto her:
“l am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he
were dead, yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth and believeth in me
shall never die. Believest thou this? ”(John 11:25-26)

Apostle Paul comforted the saints of Thessalonians for this hope: "For if
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep
in Jesus will God bring with him. SFor this we say unto you by the
word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming
of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. “*For the Lord
himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise
first: “"Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever
be with the Lord. '®*Wherefore comfort one another with these
words.”(1Thes. 4:14-18)

Apostle Paul testified of this as a mystery: “ *'Behold, | shew you a
mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, ®In a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed. **For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this
mortal must put on immortality”(1Cor. 15:51-53).

Yes! Death cannot sting the sin any more when all sins are forgiven; and
the grave cannot hold the body of the saints any more. This is the very
reason why we give thanks unto God for giving us the victory through the
Lord Jesus Christ, and for being abounding in the work of the Lord. Let us
be the spiritual warrior that occupy ten cities with the pound (mina) given by
the Lord to rule ten cities when Jesus come again! Noah preached the
righteousness of God who shall judge the world unless they repented with
the flood with patience for 120 years. One day after 120 years passed by, the
rain came to the earth finally. Noah and his family were saved, and all other
people were judged by the flood to death. We cannot preach the gospel too
much even though we spend all our life for preaching the gospel, for this
world shall be judged by the fire one day in the future finally as the time of
Noah. Apostle Peter testified of the day of the judgment:  ““For if God
spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and
delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto
judgment; °And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth
person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the
world of the ungodly; ®And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha
into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making them an
ensample unto those that after should live ungodly; “And delivered just
Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked:®(For that
righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his
righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds;) “(2Pet. 2:4-8)
We shall be changed to put on the immortal body in one day in the midst of
preaching the gospel for the resurrection of the believers, when Jesus comes
again. Let us preserve our body godly and sound, and dedicate our body as a
living sacrifice as Noah to preach the gospel of life! Hallelujah!



