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12-26-2010 weekly message
Meditation of the week: Proverbs 16:1-33
Main scripture: Philippians 3:1-21
Subject: The final goal of Christian faith

“2010°s WORLD GONE WILD: QUAKES,
FLOODS, and BLIZZARDS.” The year 2010
was the year the Earth struck back. Earthquakes,
heat waves, floods, volcanoes, super typhoons,
blizzards, landslides and droughts killed at least
a quarter million people in 2010—the deadliest
year in more than a generation. More people
were killed worldwide by natural disasters this
year than have been killed in terrorism attacks in
the past 40 years combined.”

This information reminds us again of the
word of Lord Jesus spoken to his disciples:
“And great earthquakes shall be in divers
places, and famines, and pestilences; and
fearful sights and great signs shall there be
from heaven.... “And there shall be signs in
the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars;
and upon the earth distress of nations, with
perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring;
Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for
looking after those things which are coming
on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall
be shaken. And then shall they see the Son of
man coming in a cloud with power and great
glory. And when these things begin to come to
pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for
your redemption draweth nigh. “(Luke
21:11,25-28)

Apostle Paul testifies of the final goal of our
faith:

Firstly, He emphasizes, his righteousness
which is through the faith of Christ, and which is
of God by faith. Therefore, to know Christ, he
confessed, he has suffered the loss of all things,
and do count them but dung, that he may win
Christ, for Christ had forsaken him to win him, a
sinner.

Secondly, He not only set the goal of faith,
but also the action items in detail to pursue his
faith. In other word, He may know Christ, and

the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship
of his sufferings, being made comfortable unto
his death.

Thirdly, He confessed, ‘he might attain

unto the resurrection of the dead.” He wanted
to follow the sample of sufferings and death of
Christ unto the glorious resurrection at the end.
For this, he encouraged the Colossians:
“Set your affection on things above, not on
things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your
life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ,
who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also
appear with him in glory.”(Col. 3:2-4)

Fourthly, He was so humble to say ‘Not as
though | had already attained, either were
already perfect’ He only confessed, he followed
after, if that he may apprehended of Christ Jesus;
and this one thing he does, forgetting those
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those
things which are before to press toward the mark
for the prize of high calling of God in Christ
Jesus. He warned of the enemies of the cross of
Christ; whose end is destruction, whose God is
their belly, and whose mind earthly things.

Finally, Apostle Paul finalized the final goal
of Christian faith is to look for the Saviour, the
Lord Jesus Christ which is coming from heaven,
who shall change our vile body, that it may be
fashioned like unto his glorious body. In other
word, the resurrection which he mentions about
is the first resurrection as the bride of Christ that
is to be partaker of glorious ruling with Christ.
He volunteered to take all kinds of sufferings
attained by Christ to reign with him gloriously.
Therefore he encouraged his spiritual son,
Timothy: “If we suffer, we shall also reign
with him: if we deny him, he also will deny
us:?(2Tim. 2:12)

He also wrote to the saints in Rome to encourage
them: “And if children, then heirs; heirs of
God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that
we suffer with him, that we may be also
glorified together. For | reckon that the
sufferings of this present time are not worthy




to be compared with the glory which shall be
revealed in us.”(Rom. 8:17,18)

Even though Apostle Paul had done best to
participate in the glorious resurrection as the
bride of Christ attaining all the sufferings of
Christ, he made humble confession saying, “Not
as though | had already attained, either were
already perfect: but | follow after, if that I
may apprehend that for which also I am
apprehended of Christ Jesus. Brethren, |
count not myself to have apprehended: but
this one thing | do, forgetting those things
which are behind, and reaching forth unto
those things which are before,”(Phil. 3:12,13))
His humble must be the one that we are
supposed to have. This was the reason why he
encouraged the Philippians in advance saying,
“Let this mind be in you, which was also in
Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God,
thought it not robbery to be equal with God:
But made himself of no reputation, and took
upon him the form of a servant, and was
made in the likeness of men: And being found
in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and
became obedient unto death, even the death
of the cross. “(Phil. 2:5-8)

When he wrote to Titus, the son of faith, he

also testified: “Looking for that blessed hope,
and the glorious appearing of the great God
and our Saviour Jesus Christ;”(Tit. 2:13)
He also send a comforting letter to the
Thessalonians in the midst of persecution from
the Jew because of evangelism saying, “For the
Lord himself shall descend from heaven with
a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and
with the trump of God: and the dead in
Christ shall rise first: Then we which are
alive and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in
the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.
Wherefore comfort one another with these
words.”(1Thes. 4:16-18)

He also testified to the Ephesians:

“That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit
of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of
him: The eyes of your understanding being
enlightened; that ye may know what is the
hope of his calling, and what the riches of the
glory of his inheritance in the saints, And
what is the exceeding greatness of his power
to us-ward who believe, according to the
working of his mighty power, Which he
wrought in Christ, when he raised him from
the dead...”(Eph. 1:17-20)

He testified to the Corinthians of the
resurrection of the saints: “Behold, T shew you
a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall
all be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling
of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For
this corruptible must put on incorruption,
and this mortal must put on immortality.
“(1Cor. 15:51-53)

Yes! The goal of faith for Apostle Paul was
the only one that is the glorious resurrection as
the bride of Christ. At last he participated in the
sufferings of Christ unto death, and receives the
prize. As he encouraged Galatians, as the
Christ’s, what about crucifying the flesh with the
affections with fullness of the Holy Ghost
bringing forth the fruit of the Spirit to have
glorious resurrection in the day of Christ
following Apostle Paul? He also testified in
Hebrew chapter 11, the chapter of faith of them
that achieved the better resurrection saying,
“Others were tortured, not accepting
deliverance; that they might obtain a better
resurrection:”

What about forgetting things behind sending out
the year 2010 to run the race of faith taking up
the cross toward the day of resurrection (The
day of Rapture)?

Hallelujah!



