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[-12-2010 weekly message]
Meditation of the week: Proverbs 2:1-22
Main scripture: 1Peter 4:1-11
Subject: The end time and the life of Christians

Nowadays a lot of end time messages are flowing out as the flood. But
the real end time has begun form the time when the Lord Jesus Christ died
for our sins on the cross and rose again from the dead the third day. The end
time means literally to be the end of the current world; but it doesn’t mean
the earth to disappear. The first work to end the current world is to judge the
devil that brought forth the sin and death to the world. The Holy Ghost that
was sent as the Comforter in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ began to
reprove the world since Jesus was lifted to heaven; He is still reproving the
world of sin, of righteousness, and of the judgment (John 16:7-11)

Since Adam sinned, this world has been taken by the hand of the devil;
since then, the devil has ruled this world for six thousand years using his
regions of Principalities, powers, the rulers of the darkness of this world, and
spiritual wickedness in high places. The Lord Jesus Christ appeared as the
second man and the last Adam to the world to destroy the devil and his work
(Heb. 2:14, 1John 3:8). He appeared to the world to take back the earth
which was created by him to the Father God (John 1:3, Col. 1:15,16, 1Cor.
15:24). Through the death on the cross and his blood, Lord Jesus paid for the

sins of the world; and he purchased them that repent and believe on him (Col.

1:14, 1Cor. 6:20). He overcame the devil that has the power of death, when
he rose again from the dead. He judged the devil through his death and
resurrection; and he will arrest the devil and put him into the bottomless pit
when he comes again until he cast him into the lake of fire after his
Millennium ruling (Rev. 20: 1-3; 7-10).

More than two thousand years have passed by since the end time began;
and we can see the judgment of the devil that is the prince of the world near
at hand through the signs in the words spoken by the Lord Jesus and the
prophets and the apostles of the Lord.

Apostle Peter testified, there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking
after their own lusts, and saying, where is the promise of his coming? (2Pet.
3:3,4) Prophet Ezekiel foretold their survival of the Holocaust and re-
emergence of the nation of Israel as a Jewish state even though they shall be
the dry bones in the grave (Ez. 37:11-13). Finally lIsrael became
independent as a Jewish state as of May 14, 1948 to fulfill the word of God.

Prophet Zechariah prophesized, in the last days, the LORD God will make
Jerusalem as a cup of trembling unto all the people round about, and a
burdensome stone for all the people. All that burden themselves with it shall
be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth are gathered together
against it (Zech. 12:2,3). By the year 1948, the world diplomats rarely
mentioned about Israel; but nowadays, not a day passes by without the news
and tension of Israel; and it became the burdensome of America.

Prophet Daniel also mention about of the things of the end time saying,
even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro and knowledge shall
be increased (Dan. 12:4). At the time the Book of Daniel was written, horses
were the world’s fastest mode of transportation. In fact, horses remained the
world’s fastest mode of transportation for over 2,000 years until the
Industrial Revolution spawned such innovation as the steam boat, the
locomotives, and the horseless carriage. What about knowledge? Yet in the
past century alone, human knowledge of science, biology, technology, and
countless fields of endeavor has exploded. And the advent of the internet has
created a worldwide archive of human knowledge that far exceeds even the
wildest dreams of the great ancient civilizations. Now human civilization
dares to challenge against the God the Creator.

The Lord Jesus Christ gave very important signs of the end time to his

disciples related to the three important phenomena such as wars, famines
and earthquakes(Matt. 24:3-8).
Of the wars: 29 times of wars happened in 15the Century; and thereafter
Centuries, 59, 75, 69, 294, 278 times until 20" Century. But the first decade
of the 21st Century has already witnessed 55 wars, putting humanity on
course for 550 wars over the next one hundred years period.

Of the famines: 5 times in 15" Century; thereafter 10, 24, 75, 69, 44 times
until 20™ Century. The first decade of the 21% century alone has already
witnessed 12 famines, putting humanity on course for 120 famines over the
next one hundred year period. As the population of the world has grown,
famines have caused more and more death and destruction in their wake. In
fact, while the Roman Empire’s entire population at the time of Jesus is
estimated to have been approximately 55 million people, the first half of the
20tht Century alone witnessed these famines. In the first 50 years of the 20
Century, more than 30 million people had died of the famines in Russia,
China, Ukraine, and the Soviet Union and so on. And from 1959 to 1961, the
Great Chinese Famine is estimated to have killed more than 36 million
people.

Of the earthquake: According to a Wikipedia list of earthquakes, the past
500 years have witnessed the following number of earthquakes described as
a magnitude 7.0 or greater. 15" century-2 earthquakes, 16" century-
3earthquakes, 17" century-7earthquakes, 18" Century-13 earthquakes, 19"
Century-29 earthquakes, 20" century-123 earthquakes and so on. The first
decade of the 21%" century has already witnessed 144 earthquakes with a
magnitude of 7.0 or greater, putting humanity on course for 1,440 such
earthquakes from the time of Jesus until today is one of clearest signs of the
end times.

Yet another sign of the end times is the current rise of the Gog/Magog
Alliance. This is the future military alliance against Israel in the Great
Tribulation period (Ezekiel 38, 39 chapters). Ezekiel 38:1-6 show us the
military alliance of Russia in the last days with several nations such as
Russia (Magog, Meshech, and Dubal), Iran (Persia), Ethiopia, Turkey
(Gomer_and Beth-togarmah) and other minor nations using Turkish
language such as Armenia. Until the Soviet Union was dissolved in 1991,
there was no possibility of the military alliance between Russia and Iran at
all. Finally in 2010, they have made diplomatic and military alliance; and
now Russia is supporting the nuclear facility in Bushel, Iran.

Another the sign of the end time is the current trend toward
globalization. According to the Book of Revelation, globalization involves
more than just multinational corporations and global commerce. One day, a
single man will rule all the people and nations on the earth. Apostle John
testified, “And it was given unto him to make war with the saints and to
overcome them; and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues,
and nations.”(Rev. 13:7) The Veri-Chip is signaling us the fulfillment of this
prophecy so near at hand. With each passing day more and more nations are
ceding their sovereignty to larger institutions such as the European Union,
the United Nations, the International Monetary Fund, and the World Court.
Given the current global financial crisis and potential catastrophe of a global
war, more and more diplomatic leaders and world politicians are calling for
global government.

The sign of the end time given unto Apostle Paul by the Holy Spirit is the
falling away of the churches followed by the son of perdition called as the
Anti-Christ and the man of sin (2Thes. 2:1-14). Apostle Paul testified of the
falling away of the churches saying, “For the time will come when they
will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap
in themselves teachers, having itching ears.”(2Tim. 4:3,4)

We hear the very important message through the main passage today
given unto the saints living in the end time.

1 Don’t follow the lusts to sin at all.

2. Be sober, and watch unto prayer.

3. Have fervent charity among yourselves. In other word, cover

the multitude of sins.

4. Minister one to another wit the gift received.

5. Let the words of God uttered form the mouth.

6. Minister with the ability which God gives.
Let us not defile our conscience sanctified by the blood of the Lord Jesus
Christ; rather prepare the clean linen doing good works to be prepared to
enter the wedding of the Lamb of God. This is what we are supposed to do
in the end time. _If we don’t obey the holy word of God even knowing the
end time, we’d better have holy life without knowing the end time. The
reason why Chinese house church members would not emphasize the end
time doing “Back to Jerusalem” ministry is that they put the first priority on
evangelism enduring all the suffering to be prepared to see the Lord any time.
Hallelujah!




