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6-19-2011 weekly message|

Meditation: psalms 96:1-13

Main scripture: Colossians 1:15-29

Subject: Have eternal life through the
knowledge of Christ

Apostle Paul heard of the saints in Colosse
from brother Epaphras in the prison in Rome;
and he wrote a letter to the Colossians to deliver
the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. We
receive the same letter from him today. Lord
Jesus said a very important message in his final
prayer: “And this is life eternal, that they
might know thee the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom thou hast sent.”(John 17:3)
Now we understand a truth that we receive the
life eternal through knowing Christ.

Apostle Paul testified to the Colossians of
their hope:

“For the hope which is laid up for you in
heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word
of the truth of the gospel ;”(v5)

Yes! The hope in heaven is revealed in the truth
in the gospel. They brought forth fruit since they
heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth.
In other word, they that understand truth in the
gospel are to preach the gospel, and bring forth
the fruit of the eternal life through the Holy
Ghost, the quickening Spirit. The Lord Jesus
also spoke to his disciples of the fruit unto the
life eternal in Samaria:

“And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and
gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that both he
that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice
together. And herein is that saying true, One
soweth, and another reapeth.”(John 4:36, 37)
Yes! What a blessing if we sow the seed of the
gospel even without bringing forth the fruit right
away!

Apostle Paul prayed for the saint in Colosse
to desire that they might be filled all wisdom and
spiritual understanding; and that they might
walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being
fruitful in every good work, and increasing in
the knowledge of God; Strengthened with all
might, according to his glorious power, unto all
patience and longsuffering with joyfulness;
Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made
us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the
saints in light (v9-12).

Apostle Paul prayed for the saints of
Ephesians; this is the also prayer for all of us:
“That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit
of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of
him: The eyes of your understanding being
enlightened; that ye may know what is the
hope of his calling, and what the riches of the
glory of his inheritance in the saints, And
what is the exceeding greatness of his power
to us-ward who believe, according to the
working of his mighty power,”(Eph. 1:17-19)

Apostle Paul testifies of Christ:

“Who is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn of every creature: For by him were
all things created, that are in heaven, and that
are in earth, visible and invisible, whether
they be thrones, or dominions, or
principalities, or powers: all things were
created by him, and for him: And he is before
all things, and by him all things consist. And
he is the head of the body, the church: who is
the beginning, the firstborn from the dead;
that in all things he might have the
preeminence.”(v 15-18)

What a wonderful thing it is that Christ is the
head of the church that is his body for them that
understand this truth! Whosoever understands
this is to repent to receive Christ as the Lord and
Savior and the King that is God in all the heart.
As the prayer of Jesus, knowing him is the
eternal life itself; what a wonderful truth it is!



Apostle John also testified of the knowledge
of Jesus very clearly: “In the beginning was
the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. The same was in the
beginning with God. All things were made by
him; and without him was not any thing
made that was made. In him was life; and the
life was the light of men. And the light shineth
in darkness; and the darkness comprehended
it not....."*He came unto his own, and his own
received him not. But as many as received
him, to them gave he power to become the
sons of God, even to them that believe on his
name: Which were born, not of blood, nor of
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man,
but of God. And the Word was made flesh,
and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory,
the glory as of the only begotten of the
Father,) full of grace and truth.”(John 1:1-5,
11-14)

King Solomon, the writer of Proverb testified
of Jesus Christ, the Creator through the
anointment of the Spirit; the Spirit of Christ
spoke through his mouth:

“The LORD possessed me in the beginning of
his way, before his works of old. | was set up
from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever
the earth was. When there were no depths, |
was brought forth; when there were no
fountains abounding with water. Before the
mountains were settled, before the hills was |
brought forth: While as yet he had not made
the earth, nor the fields, nor the highest part
of the dust of the world. When he prepared
the heavens, | was there: when he set a
compass upon the face of the depth: When he
established the clouds above: when he
strengthened the fountains of the deep: When
he gave to the sea his decree, that the waters
should not pass his commandment: when he
appointed the foundations of the earth: Then
I was by him, as one brought up with him:
and | was daily his delight, rejoicing always
before him; Rejoicing in the habitable part of
his earth; and my delights were with the sons
of men. Now therefore hearken unto me, O ye
children: for blessed are they that keep my
ways. Hear instruction, and be wise, and

refuse it not. Blessed is the man that heareth
me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the
posts of my doors. For whoso findeth me
findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the
LORD. But he that sinneth against me
wrongeth his own soul: all they that hate me
love death.”(Prov. 8:22-36)

Apostle Paul wrote to Timothy, his spiritual
son of mysterious incarnation of the Creator so
that he might teach the saints in his church:
“And without controversy great is the
mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the
flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels,
preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the
world, received up into glory.”(1Tim. 3:16)

Apostle Paul testified of the things that the
Creator did being manifested in flesh:

“And, having made peace through the blood
of his cross, by him to reconcile all things
unto himself; by him, | say, whether they be
things in earth, or things in heaven. And you,
that were sometime alienated and enemies in
your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he
reconciled In the body of his flesh through
death, to present you holy and unblameable
and unreproveable in his sight:”(Col. 1:20-22)

Apostle Paul understood all kinds of
suffering that were taken by Christ; and he never
tried to save his body for the saints so that they
might receive the life eternal; and he asked the
saints to rejoice in his sufferings for them. It was
because that all his sufferings for the ministry of
the gospel were for the sake of Christ. Therefore,
he testified to the saints in Corinthian church:
“Therefore | take pleasure in infirmities, in
reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in
distresses for Christ's sake: for when | am
weak, then am | strong.”(2Cor. 12; 10)

Yes! His mind is the one of Christ as well as
the heart of the ministers of Christ. What about
filling up that which is behind of the afflictions
of Christ in our corruptible flesh for the sake of
the church that is the body of Christ!

Amen! Hallelujah!



