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B8-7-2011 weekly message]
Meditation of the week: Psalms 32:1-11
Main scripture: Romans 4:1-8
Subject: Faith unto salvation

Apostle Paul testified of the salvation receiving
through faith in the gospel since Jesus Christ died on the
cross for our sins, and rose again in the epistle to the
saints of Ephesians: “For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift
of God: Not of works, lest any man should
boast.”(Eph. 2:8, 9)

He also testified of the procedures of salvation: “For
whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be
the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover
whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and
whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he
justified, them he also glorified.”(Rom. 8:29, 30)

The Holy Ghost testified through Apostle Paul of the
faith imputed as righteousness by God; in other word,
the faith unto salvation for sinners through forgiveness
of sins and righteousness, taking an example of
Abraham: “For if Abraham were justified by works,
he hath whereof to glory; but not before God. For
what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God,
and it was counted unto him for righteousness. Now
to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of
grace, but of debt. But to him that worketh not, but
believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith
is counted for righteousness.”(Rom. 4:2-5)

When Abram was old enough without any child, the

LORD God took him to outside said to him: “Look now
toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to
number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy
seed be.”(Gen. 15:5)
Then he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him
for righteousness. “Righteousness” means forgiveness
of all sins; in other word, he has no sin at all. Thereafter
God gave him an inheritance.

When lIsaac, his son became a young man, God
called him again to tempt Abraham; and he said, “Take
now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest,
and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him
there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains
which I will tell thee of.”(Gen. 22:2)

When Abraham was going to kill Isaac, God spoke to
him: “Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do

thou any thing unto him: for now | know that thou
fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son,
thine only son from me.”(Gen. 22:12)

Apostle James testified of this: “Was not Abraham
our father justified by works, when he had offered
Isaac his son upon the altar? Seest thou how faith
wrought with his works, and by works was faith
made perfect? And the scripture was fulfilled which
saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed
unto him for righteousness: and he was called the
Friend of God. Ye see then how that by works a man
is justified, and not by faith only.”(James 2:21-24)

But the testimony of James was regarding to the
righteousness by faith in God in the Old Testament; it is
different from the righteousness by faith in the New
Testament. But both of them must be same in nature.
Apostle Paul wrote an epistle to the Hebrews about the
righteousness of Abraham when he brought Isaac to the
alter: “By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered
up lsaac: and he that had received the promises
offered up his only begotten son, Of whom it was
said, That in lIsaac shall thy seed be called:
Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even
from the dead; from whence also he received him in
afigure.”(Heb. 11:17-19)

Yea! His obedience unto God was because of his faith in
God as the result of his faith. It was not impute him
righteous; in other was it was the fruit of faith.

Apostle Paul testified of the saints in New Testament
to be saved through righteousness by faith: “That if
thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus,
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised
him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. °For with the
heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the
mouth confession is made unto salvation. For the
scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not
be ashamed. For there is no difference between the
Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich
unto all that call upon him. For whosoever shall call
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then
shall they call on him in whom they have not
believed?....”(Rom. 10:9-14)

Apostle Paul testified of the gospel giving salvation
through faith unto the saints of Corinthians very clearly:
“Moreover, brethren, | declare unto you the gospel
which | preached unto you, which also ye have
received, and wherein ye stand; By which also ye are



saved, if ye keep in memory what | preached unto
you, unless ye have believed in vain. For | delivered
unto you first of all that which | also received, how
that Christ died for our sins according to the
scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose
again the third day according to the scriptures: And

that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: “(1Cor.

15:1-5)

In other word, whosoever believes God that said, “For
God so love the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have eternal life.”(John 3:16) shall be
righteous.

Apostle Paul called it the gospel of Christ, and
testified of it: “For | am not ashamed of the gospel of
Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to
every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to
the Greek. For therein is the righteousness of God
revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just
shall live by faith.”(Rom. 1:16, 17)

Here the salvation can be classified into three parts in
sequence: Firstly, it is the salvation of soul from
punishment in hell because of sin; Secondly, salvation
from habits of sins and the power of sin; Thirdly,
salvation from the presence of sin when we put off the
body of sin to resurrect to be changed into the image of
Christ when we meet the Lord.

Since the day of Pentecost after Christ died on the
cross shedding his blood and the Holy Ghost was sent to
the earth, God never asks ay work to be righteous as he
tempted Abraham. When Abram believed God in his
heart, any sign faith appeared not to him; but it appeared
when he brought Isaac to the altar. But now in the day
of New Testament, whosoever believes in Jesus Christ
in his heart and confesses by mouth receives the sign of
faith in his spirit that is regeneration of the spirit.
Therefore Apostle Paul encourages the saints of
Corinthians to test their faith whether it was real or not:
“Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith;
prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves,
how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be
reprobates?”(2Cor. 15:3)

For the real believers, there shall be the same signs as
Abraham as follows: “Who against hope believed in
hope, that he might become the father of many
nations, according to that which was spoken, So shall
thy seed be. And being not weak in faith, he
considered not his own body now dead, when he was
about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness

of Sarah's womb: He staggered not at the promise of
God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving
glory to God; And being fully persuaded that, what
he had promised, he was able also to perform. And
therefore it was imputed to him for
righteousness.”(Rom. 4:18-22)

Apostle Paul testified of the faith to be righteous in
the days of New Testament taking an example of
Abraham: “Now it was not written for his sake alone,
that it was imputed to him; But for us also, to whom
it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised
up Jesus our Lord from the dead; Who was
delivered for our offences, and was raised again for
our justification.”(Rom. 4:23-25)

Yea! The true believers of Jesus Christ bring forth the

work of faith through the fruit of the Spirit: Love instead
of hatred, Joy instead of sorrow, peace instead of fear,
longsuffering instead of fury, gentleness instead of
disagreement, goodness instead of wickedness, faith
instead of disbelief, meekness instead of evil thought,
temperance instead of abuse.
Apostle James testified of the faith of Abraham: “Seest
thou how faith wrought with his works, and by
works was faith made perfect?...For as the body
without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is
dead also.”(James 2:22, 26)

Jesus testified of the danger of profession without
faith: “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that
doeth the will of my Father which is in
heaven....This people draweth nigh unto me with
their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but
their heart is far from me. But in vain they do
worship me, teaching for doctrines the
commandments of men. “(Matt. 7:21, 15:8, 9)

Of the false teachers, he also testified to give
warning toward religious leaders without salvation:
“Beware of false prophets, which come to you in
sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening
wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men
gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?”(Matt.
7:15, 16)

Lord Jesus prophesied of the faith in the last days:
“Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he
find faith on the earth?”(Luke 18:8)

Yea! We have to endure to abide in faith even in
loneliness. Amen! Hallelujah!




