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3-31-2013 weekly message

Meditation of the week: Psalms 16:1-11

Main scripture: Matthews 27:45-56

Subject: Resurrection of Jesus Christ and the kingdom of God

In the main passage, we see the beginning of the new era in the
dispensation of God. In other word, the historical scene of the era
of grace is beginning fading out of the times of the law. How many
people had been born and died for 2,500 years before the law of
God was given to the world as well as during the time of the law
before Jesus Christ appeared in the earth? Almost of them shall
stand before the Judgment Seat of white throne to be judged
according to their works:

"And | saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from
whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was
found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small and great,
stand before God; and the books were opened: and another
book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were
judged out of those things which were written in the books,
according to their works.

And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and
hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were
judged every man according to their works.

And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the
second death. And whosoever was not found written in the
book of life was cast into the lake of fire."'(Rev. 20:11-15)

Apostle Matthew testifies of them that resurrected when Jesus
Christ rose again from the dead the third day. He testifies of them
saying many bodies of the saints which slept rose. In other word,
they are the saints of the Old Testament out of the seeds of
Abraham which had offered the sacrifices for their sins according
to the law of God until they died to sleep; now they rose again with
Jesus Christ. And they came out of the graves after his resurrection,
and went into the holy city (Jerusalem), and appeared unto many.
Then, the centurion, and they that were with him , watching Jesus,
saw the earthquake, and those things that were done, they feared
greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God; they testified of
Jesus as God with their mouth. Not only Apostle Matthew but also
the Romans testified what they saw with their eyes; then who else
could deny the resurrection of Jesus as well as of the saints of the
Old Testament?

Then how could the many bodies of the saints of the Old
Testament rise again from the dead from their graves? Apostle
Matthew testifies of the things that are related to their resurrection.
The Lord Jesus suffered and died on the cross shedding all his
blood and waters. As soon as he yielded his breath to death, at the
same time, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to
the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rock rent; and the
graves were opened. Because of the shed blood of Jesus Christ
and his death and his resurrection. all these things happened.
Apostle testified of the reason why sinners are destined to death as
well as the only way to live again:

"'For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord..... 23For all have sinned, and
come short of the glory of God;

Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that
is in Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a
propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his
righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through
the forbearance of God;" (Rom. 6:23;3:23-25)

Yea! No one could be justified until Jesus Christ shed his blood
to take away the sin of the world. Therefore the saints in the days
of Old testament could purify their flesh through the blood of

animals momentarily, and only the high priest could enter into the
most high place inside of the veil of the temple once a year
bringing the blood of goat for forgiveness of sins of the people of
Israel where the presence of God that was the only place of the
kingdom of God in the earth. They could neither be able to
resurrect nor to go to heaven until their Messiah shed his blood.
Finally, the Messiah, Jesus Christ which they had been waiting for
appeared, and died taking all the sins of the law of God in his flesh.
And he took away the sin of the world. The sin of the world means
the original sin that was sting by death; “the sin" that was inherited
from Adam is different from "sins". When Jesus rose again from
the dead the third day shedding his blood, the sin of the saints in
the graves that were sleeping in the bosom of Abraham, the
paradise under the earth was taken away; their sins had been
covered by the blood of animal not to be judged by God. Apostle
Paul testified of the power of the blood of Christ unto the saints of
Hebrews:

"Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood
he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal
redemption for us.

For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer
sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh:
How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the
eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your
conscience from dead works to serve the living God?"'(Heb.
9:12-14)

Not only they, but all of them that believe the death of Jesus
Christ for their sins and his resurrection could have been sanctified
of the sin in their conscience, and enter into the most high place in
the presence of God; and the spiritual kingdom of God comes in
their spirit (Rom. 14:17); at the same time the resurrection of Jesus
Christ is realized in their spirit. Therefore, the Christians whose
spirit is revived through the Holy Ghost are able to live in the
eternal life. Jesus Christ testified of this truth unto the sister of
Lazarus saying,

"I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me,
though he were dead, yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth
and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?''(John
11:25,26)

After the sin of the world was taken away through death and
resurrection of Christ, Jesus stayed another forty days in the earth
to preach the kingdom of God: *"To whom also he shewed
himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being
seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining
to the kingdom of God:"*(Acts. 1:3)

Yea! The death of Christ and his resurrection opened the gate
of the kingdom of God widely; it was the real historical event.
Preaching the gospel is the real blessed way to invite sinners to the
kingdom of God freely. It could be compared to the invitation of
family to America; but America cannot be compared to the
kingdom of God at all as much as the difference between heaven
and earth. Jesus Christ gave the first subject to pray unto his
disciples to destroy the work of the Devil, the prince of the world
that is sin and death eternally through his death and resurrection
when he appear again to the world:

"Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in
heaven."'(Matt. 6:10)



