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5-26-2013 weekly message

Meditation of the week: Psalms 98:1-9

Main scripture: John 15:1-14

Subject: Final word of Jesus spoken on the way to Gethsemane
(vine tree and branches)

Jesus is speaking a final word to the disciples walking on the way
to Gethsemane. We are hearing the first word of his final words. Jesus
is trying to give understanding to his disciples through the parable of
true vine tree as Jesus and the husbandman as the Father God. The
theme of his word is to bear fruit, not of salvation itself. When Jesus
said, "l am the true vine", he implied of "false vine tree". The book of
Deuteronomy explains about the false vine tree:

" For their vine is of the vine of Sodom, and of the fields of
Gomorrah: their grapes are grapes of gall, their clusters are bitter:
Their wine is the poison of dragons, and the cruel venom of
asps.""(Deut. 32:32,33) There mentions about two different Rocks in
Deuteronomy 32:31. The scripture describes Jesus as "the true
light'*(John 1:9) and "the true bread"(John 6:32).

When Jesus was speaking these words, there was no one that is
baptized into him yet; but he was speaking of them that were to believe
in him to enter into him when he dies and rise again and the Holy Ghost
is to come. Jesus is also saying, the branch in him could bear fruit or
not. And every branch that bears fruit, he will purge it, that it may bring
forth more fruit. And he implies, every branch that bears not fruit, he
will take away from discipleship.

And his disciples were clean the word of Jesus. Because they are
clean already, they could abide in him as the branch abides in vine. The
word of the Lord acts as the knife that cut off the spot that is in sickness
as written in the scripture:

""For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any
twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and
spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart."'(Heb. 4:12) Long time ago, a
faithful servant of God gave a word to his disciples saying, ""Unless
you feel miserable upon hearing sermon, you have not heard good
sermon."

How much they that spent with Jesus for three and half years must had
been clean through his words? The Lord uses only them that are clean
through the word spoken by him. Therefore, Christian must not be lazy
for reading and studying the word of God. They that are not sincere for
going the church to hear sermons and to study bible must be seriously
sick spiritually without exception.

The disciples already became the branches of the vine to dwell in
the vine; and they only had to stay in Jesus. So they could bear fruit of
themselves as the branch of the vine bears fruit of itself. And to bring
forth much fruit, they had to abide in him continuously as the branches
abiding in the vine. Therefore the disciples can do nothing without the
Lord Jesus, as we cannot do without him. Jesus said to them how they
can receive the answer of prayer saying, "'If ye abide in me, and my
words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done
unto you."'(John 15:7) Why? There are the will of God in his words.
Apostle John testified of this: ""And this is the confidence that we
have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he
heareth us:"'(1John 5:14)

Unfortunately many people misunderstand verse 6 so that they
ended up making wrong doctrine of the gospel that cannot secure the
salvation: "'If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch,
and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire,
and they are burned."'(John 15:6)

They understand as if Christian shall be cast into the fire of the hell as
the withered branch when he is separated from the Lord. It is so easy
for us to discern that it is the wrong doctrine, if we understand English
well.

This verse is saying of a man (not a branch)as a branch.
And this verse is saying of a man, not saying of Christian. In other
word, this man is the one that rejects to enter into him.
And this verse is saying, men, not_angels gather them, and cast them
into the fire. Matthews chapter 13 is mention about the angels that
burns tares, not men shall do: **The Son of man shall send forth his
angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that
offend, and them which do iniquity; And shall cast them into a
furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth."'(Matt.
13:41,42)

Of course, we can apply verse 6 to the fellowship with the Lord in
the view of spirituality and dedication of Christian. If Christian lose the
fellowship with the Lord because of not abiding in him and not abiding
the words of the Lord in him, he shall be as a withered branch of the
vine not to bear any fruit at all. Then people in the world shall step on
him and cast him out. This could be a spiritual warning for Christian.

Apostle Paul testified of them that believed on the gospel of Jesus
Christ and baptized are dead to sin, and already are baptized into Jesus
Christ (Rom. 6:1-3). In other word, they that are born of the Spirit to be
new creature (2Cor. 5:17), and entered into the kingdom of God
coming out of the world; and the kingdom of God is in the Holy Ghost
where are only righteousness, peace and joy (Rom. 14:17).

And to be the disciple of the Lord, we have to bring forth much
fruit. And this is the way to glorify the Father God. Apostle Paul
testified of them that abide in the Lord bear the fruit of the Spirit:

""But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such
there is no law. And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh
with the affections and lusts."'(Gal. 5:22-24)

Who is the Christ's? As the Lord says in the main passage, they are
abide in the Lord.

There are nine different fruits of the Holy Ghost, but love includes
the other eight fruits. Therefore, it is the fruit (singular form) of the
Spirit, not fruits(plural form) of the Spirit.

Jesus explains in more details of abiding in him saying, "'continue ye
in my love."" Therefore, whosoever is born of the Spirit to enter into
Christ is free from the law to be in the new commandment. They that
love are beyond the law. As the Lord has kept his Father's
commandments, and abide in his love, we also can abide in his love
through keeping his commandments of love. In other word, they that
love one to another are abiding in the Lord as well as abiding in his
love; and his words are abiding in them.

Jesus explains about the reason why he gives these words to the
disciples saying, "'my joy might remain in you, and that your joy
might be full."" Yea! They that abide in the Lord can have joyful life.
Therefore, Apostle Paul was full of joy even in the life of being
persecuted, and before death in the prison. And he could be able to
encourage the saints of Philippians saying, "'Finally, my brethren,
rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you, to me indeed is
not grievous, but for you it is safe." (Phil. 3;1)

Apostle Paul became a friend of the Lord though lay down his life for
the Lord (John 15:13,14).

Are you baptized into the Lord Jesus through believing in the death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and receiving him as the Lord and
Savor? Then, are you continue to abide in him? In other word, are you
receiving the answer of prayer through letting his words abide within
you? Are you bring forth much fruits through abiding in his love? The
fruit of the Spirit is supposed to be connected to the fruit of evangelism.
It is the right time for us to abide in his love, if not yet to glorify the
Father God through bringing forth much fruits preparing the glorious
meeting with the Lord. Amen! hallelujah!



