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8-4-2013 weekly message

Meditation of the week: Psalms 110:1-7

Main scripture: Matthews 6:8-13

Subject: The theme of the scripture is Kingdom: Kingdom of God and Kingdom
of heaven

Whosoever search the scripture from Genesis through Revelation shall
understand the theme of the scripture as "The Kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ™.
But unfortunately, most of all Christians recite the prayer that was taught by Jesus,
but to fail to understand the true meaning of it. If any one understands himself or
herself as a miserable sinner before God, and born again through believing on Jesus
Christ as the Lord and Saviour, then he or she must search the scripture prior to any
books in the world, for the scripture is directly related to their eternal inheritance. If
he or she is not feeling studying the word of God in detail, must be not born again or
lazy.

The theme of the scripture is "the Kingdom". In other word, the purpose of God
that gives salvation unto sinners is to let them enter into his kingdom. This is the
reason why Jesus spoke unto a Pharisees, Nicodemus that was not born again when
he visited Jesus in the night: Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man be born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.... Verily, verily, | say unto thee,
Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God."(John 3:3,5)

A malefactor that was crucified with Jesus Christ spoke unto Jesus, *'Lord,
remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom."(Luke 23:42) Then

Jesus spoke unto him, **Verily | say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in
paradise."(Luke 23:43) He believed on Jesus as God that will establish his kingdom
in heaven and earth.

There appear two kinds of kingdom in the scripture. The one is the kingdom of
God, and the other is the kingdom of heaven. The kingdom of God is the invisible
and spiritual kingdom. Apostle Paul testified of the kingdom of God:** For the
kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in
the Holy Ghost."(Rom. 14:17)

And the kingdom of heaven is the visible and physical kingdom of God that shall be
established in the earth.

What about searching the scripture from Genesis through Revelation to
understand this truth. First of all, we have to agree that God and heaven are different
from each other. Genesis chapter one verse one clearly speaks, *'In the beginning
God created the heaven and the earth."'(Gen. 1:1)

God is the one that created heaven. God and heaven are related to each other as the
creator and creation, not the same each other at all. King James Bible clearly
separates the kingdom of God from the kingdom of heaven. Then we shall
understand the main passage, ""Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it
is in heaven."(Matt. 6:10)

God created the earth, and afterwards he made Adam as the first man, and made
him the king that subdue all things within it. God himself abided with him in the
Eden. God called upon Adam, when he hided himself after he sinned against God,
and said unto him, ""Where art thou?"*(Gen. 3:9)

At that time, the kingdom of God and the kingdom of heaven existed together in the
Mount Eden in the earth. The Lucifer, the devil had already been fallen, for he
rebelled against God in heaven (Isa. 14:12); and the Lucifer appeared in the serpent
to tempt the first man, and let him eat the fruit of the forbidden tree. This was the
reason why his ruling power as the king of the earth was taken over by the devil.
Henceforth, the kingdom of heaven disappeared from the earth as well as the
kingdom of God.

Afterwards, God chose Noah and his family who was looking for the grace
from the eye of God. God destroyed all men and all the creatures only leaving the
seed of them with the flood. When all the waters were gone, Noah became the only
king in the earth again as Adam. This is the reason why God gave the same word as
he gave Adam:" Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth. And the fear
of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth, and upon
every fowl of the air, upon all that moveth upon the earth, and upon all the
fishes of the sea; into your hand are they delivered."”(Gen. 9:1,2)

Noah became the king reigning in the kingdom of heaven next to Adam. Even Noah
was drunken, and slept naked, and he cursed Ham, one of his sons. Afterward, the
descendants of Ham built the tower to unite all human beings in Babel; God
scattered all of them to all the earth. The kingdom of heaven disappeared once again
from the earth.

In the midst of it, God was looking for another king instead of Noah. Finally,
God called Abram. And God gave him a covenant with blessing. He was called the
friend of God(James 2:23, Isaiah 41:8). There is no doubt for his kingdom: *"Who
raised up the righteous man from the east, called him to his foot, gave the
nations before him, and made him rule over kings? he gave them as the dust to
his sword, and as driven stubble to his bow."(Isa. 41:2)

Abraham received the power of king. He received the ruling power of the earthly
kingdom that is visible and physical (Gen. 15:13-21). The land that was given unto
Abraham is the place that shall be chosen as the kingdom of heaven in the future; the
land is called as Palestine where shall be the place for the final war. Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob had been blessed in the kingdom of heaven; and they exercised their
power unto all the nations at that time.

Afterward, God raised Moses to free the people of Israel from their their
captivity. Moses was also the king as well as prophet as Abraham. He was also the
king in the kingdom of heaven. The kingdom of God had not appeared yet, only the
kingdom of heaven was revealed. But in the book of Exodus, there came to pass a
sudden change. All of sudden, the people of Israel were called as a nation to be the
kingdom of priest (Ex. 19:6).

The new birth that is to have individual to enter into the kingdom of God was not
revealed yet by that time, the nation of Israel shall be the kingdom of priest. Finally,
a nation that was ruled by God was established (Ex. 19:22). The leader of the divine
nation was Moses; and Israel was chosen to expand the kingdom of heaven in the
earth. The nation of Israel entered into the promised land under the conditional
covenant. But the covenant was abolished after Moses and Joshua died. The book of
Judge teatifies of this: "'In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did
that which was right in his own eyes."*(Judge 21:25)

As we see, the main theme of the word of God is the kingdom.
There are five times more verses of kings and kingdoms than of salvation in the
scriptures. This theme of kingdom is so important that the two book of the scriptures
are and the other two books are Chronicles of the kings. After all, the kingdom is the
main interest in the human history. Now, there happens to be the period of blank of
the kingdom.

Finally, king, Saul appeared in the stage. But he is posessed by the devil after all.
Now his kingdom invited the devil on the stage. But David took over the crown of
the king; the crown was his own, not Saul from the beginning. King David is the first
true king in the unified Israel under the law of God. In the book of Matthews, 42
kings appear in the genealogy of Christ; but only one has the title of king; he is king
David (Matt. 1:6). David is king. Saul is in the tribe of Benjamin, but David is in the
tribe of Judah. Saul was not supposed to be king from the beginning. But the
kingdom of Israel was ended with king Zedekiah when the kingdom was destroyed
by Babylon, the kingdom of the Gentile in BC606. Finally the time of the Gentiles
began.

But God showed the kings and the kingdoms to appear in the future in the image
through Daniel when he interpret the dream of king Nebuchadnezzar:" And in the
days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never
be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall
break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for
ever."(Dan 2:44)

At last, the king of the eternal kingdom appeared as prophesied by Daniel.
John the Baptist preached to testified of him, ""Repent ye: for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand." (Matt. 3;2) He had to die first for the sins of them that were
going to enter into his kingdom. John the Baptist again testified of him as the
redeemer of sins saying, ""Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of
the world."(John 1:29)
God allowed the kingdom of heaven to be crucified according to his plan. The
kingdom of heaven in the earth had to be postponed for a while; instead, the
kingdom of God in the Holy Ghost invisibly and spiritually was presented within
them that receive him as the Lord and the Saviour.

Sooner or later, he will appear in the earth as the King of Kings and the Lord of
Lords at the end of the world to reign(Rev. 19-20). He will come as the last Adam,
and he will restore the kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of God in the earth that
were lost by Adam. Then, the two kingdoms shall be one in Christ Jesus the Lord
forever and ever (Rev. 21-22). And then the church of God that entered into the
kingdom of God in the Holy Ghost shall dwell in the New Jerusalem forever as the
bride of Christ; all the people that are saved in the dispensations of God shall live in
the new earth and disperse into the new heavens forever even though they are not
born of the Holy Ghost. And the church of God, the bride of Christ shall fill all in all
with Christ travelling all the universe forever.

Now, the end of all things is at hand; therefore we have to be sober, and watch
unto prayer. Above all things we have to have fervent charity among ourselves: for
charity shall cover the multitude of sins. We have to use hospitality one to another
without grudging. And every man has minister one to another using the gift as good
stewards of his manifold grace of God (1Pet. 4:7-10) Amen! hallelujah!



