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10-13-2013 weekly message

Meditation of the week: Psalms 138:1-8

Main scripture: Romans 8:28-31

Subject: Suffering for them that are called according to the
will of God, and their eternal security

Apostle Paul testified of them that are called according to the
will of God; and they are ones that love God. Then, who are they
that love God? Only they that received the life eternal through
believing on God that not saved but rather delivered his only
begotten Son up for miserable sinners. Jesus, the only begotten
Son of God spoke unto Nicodemus, **For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting
life.""(John 3:16)

Whosoever has believed on Jesus Christ has already received the
love of God. Only they that received love of God can love. The
love of God is the life eternal given through the Holy Ghost.

Apostle Paul testified, the purpose of God for them that love
him is to predestine them unto the adoption of children through
the Holy Ghost (Rom. 8:14, Eph. 1:5); and the Spirit itself bears
witness with their spirit, that they are the children of God (Rom.
8:16); the children of God are destined to be the heir of God, and
at the same time to be the joint-heirs with Christ that is the only
begotten Son of God. The children of God are supposed to suffer
as Jesus Christ suffered in the earth; and also they are destined to
be glorified when Jesus Christ come again as he is to be glorified.

Therefore, even though the children of God shall pass through
various suffering in the earth, but all things shall work together
for good; this is the promise of security. Among all things, there
shall be much more of unwanted afflictions rather than good
things. Apostle Paul testified of the purpose of God that called
sinners to make them his children that are to be conformed to the
image of his Son. We have to meditate deeply how sinners could
be conformed to the image of Jesus Christ that has no sin at all?

God made God that was with God in the beginning to be
conceived in the womb of a sinner, Mary to make him the
firstborn. In other word, Jesus became the first man that is born of
the Holy Ghost. Not only this, he makes sinners to be new
creatures born of the same Spirit whosoever believes him that
died for their sins according to the scriptures, and buried, and rose
again the third day according to the scriptures through his blood
taking away all sins (John 1:29). But they are still living in the
body of sin; and this is the reason why they have to live in
godliness.

How the born again children of God could be conformed to
be the image of Jesus Christ even living in the body of sin? It is
very important thing for the children of God to know; they are
circumcised of Christ that put off the body of the sins when they
are saved(Col. 2:11). In other word, they can follow the Holy
Ghost, not the body of the sins any more even though they are still
living in the body of the sins. Following the Spirit is the way to be
conformed to the image of Jesus Christ. Apostle Peter clearly
testified that the end of faith is the salvation of soul, not the body
of the sins (LPet. 1:9). Therefore our souls should be purified to
be conformed to be the image of Christ. Apostle Peter testified of
how the soul to be purified:

""Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth
through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see

that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently:*(1Pet.
1:22)

Yes! The life of the children of God is to obey the truth that is the
word of God. Jesus Christ himself is the Word of God. This is the
very reason why obeying the word of truth is the way to be
conformed to the image of Jesus Christ.

The purpose of God toward the children of God is very firm.
No one can flee from the hands of God. Therefore the children of
God should engrave the word of God that is truth to obey the
word. Apostle Paul testified:

""For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are
all of one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call them
brethren,”(Heb. 2:11)

Apostle John also testified of the children of God:

"Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh,
nor of the will of man, but of God."'(John 1:13)

What a grateful thing it is! How the sinners are dare to be called
the brothers of Jesus Christ? How could they be called the
children of God, the Creator? And how God is not ashamed to be
called their God? And how he has prepared for them a city (Heb.
11:16).

Can we imagine How many sufferings are waiting for the
children of God to achieve the purpose of God to make them to be
conformed to the image of his Son? If we meditate many things
that were allowed by God, we have to expect how much God has
to do to take away our righteousness in our souls that is higher
than God. But we don't have to worry about it, for God secures
not to forsake us eternally. Therefore we have to stay with
patience in the hands of God that is the potter until we are made to
be the image of his Son.

Apostle Paul testified of the children of God saying, who
shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that
justifies, for God justifies them through the blood of his Son.
Even though his children sin, no one can condemn them, for Jesus
Christ died for their sins condemning sin in his flesh (Rom. 8:3).
Not only this, but he is making intercession for us.

We should not forget unimaginable sufferings following
saved souls in the process of conforming our souls to the image of
Christ. The salvation of the children of God is the one that is
legal; this is the reason why we have to put unceasing efforts for
our souls to be purified. Even though we fail to endure to the end,
God will receive our souls to make all things work together for
good. God wants to justify them that he called, as well as to
glorify. Apostle Paul testified of this:

"'If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are
above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your
affection on things above, not on things on the earth. For ye
are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ,
who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with

him in glory."(Col. 3:1-4)

Amen! hallelujah!



