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4-14-2013 weekly message

Meditation of the week: Psalms 24:1-10

Main scripture: 1Thessalonians 4:1-8

Subject: True meaning of ""Holiness" in the word of God

God commanded unto the people of Israel saying, "'For | am the Lord
your God: ye shall therefore sanctify yourselves, and ye shall be holy;
for 1 am holy:"'(Lev. 11:44) At that time, God actually commanded them
to be sanctified their flesh under the law of God.

However they had tried to keep the law of sanctification, they could not
be unto sanctification, rather they ended up with worshipping idols being
away fro the LORD God, and they committed adultery with the kingdoms
of the Gentiles. Finally, God spoke unto them, no one could be sanctified
for their own efforts at all; and spoke unto them through prophet Jeremiah:

"The sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron, and with the
point of a diamond: it is graven upon the table of their heart,
and upon the horns of your altars;.... 9The heart is deceitful
above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? |
the Lord search the heart, | try the reins, even to give every
man according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his
doings."(Jer. 17:1,9,10)

Yea! The sin of man before God is not matter of being written in a
book, but is written with pen of iron, and with the point of a diamond so
that no one can erase it. Only when the sins of man are erased, man can be
sanctified ; there is no other way but the sins are taken away. The holiness
means all sins to be taken away as God is true of no sin; then who can dare
say "l am holy." before God? Apostle Peter testified of the holiness unto the
saints who were waiting for the appearance of Christ that is the day of
Rapture:

""As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to
the former lusts in your ignorance: But as he which hath called
you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation;
Because it is written, Be ye holy; for | am holy."'(1Pet. 14-16)

God who gave the law became a man in the form of only begotten Son
of God; he met with the hypocrites. They were Pharisees, Sadducees, and
Scribes. They taught the law of God to the Jew; and they gave the yoke of
the law that even they couldn't keep to rule over them. Even though Jesus
Christ that spoke through prophet Jeremiah stood before them, they couldn't
understand that their sins are engraved with a pen of iron, and with the point
of a diamond. Upon hearing from them criticizing his disciples because they
didn't wash before they ate food; and Jesus spoke unto them:

"There is nothing from without a man, that entering into him
can defile him: but the things which come out of him, those are
they that defile the man. If any man have ears to hear, let him
hear." (Mark 7:15,16)

But the hypocrites couldn't understand what Jesus was talking about; so
they couldn't make any question at all as the student that never listen to the
teacher at school.

Later his disciples questioned unto him of the parable; and Jesus said
unto them:

""Are ye so without understanding also? Do ye not perceive,
that whatsoever thing from without entereth into the man, it
cannot defile him; Because it entereth not into his heart, but
into the belly, and goeth out into the draught, purging all
meats? And he said, That which cometh out of the man, that
defileth the man. For from within, out of the heart of men,
proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, Thefts,
covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye,
blasphemy, pride, foolishness: All these evil things come from
within, and defile the man."*(7:18-23)

Actually, Jesus repeated unto them that he had already spoke through
prophet Jeremiah meaning that no one can be holy at all. In other word, no
one can keep the law of God at all. Even though someone could keep the
law of God, he is to be ended up with sanctifying his flesh (Heb. 9:13)

Apostle Paul understood this truth, and testified:

"For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; Being
justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus.”(Rom. 3:23,24)

He declared a truth that all men born sinners in the world so that no one
could reach unto the holiness of God at all; and the only way to be holy is
only possible through believing on the blood of redemption shed by Jesus
Christ. He testified of the law of God unto the saints in Rome saying,

"What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, | had
not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except
the law had said, Thou shalt not covet."(Rom. 7:7)

In the main passage, Apostle Paul testified of holiness toward the saints
that despise the holiness of God saying, '"He therefore that despiseth,
despiseth not man, but God, who hath also given unto us his holy
Spirit.""(1Thes. 4:8)

In other word, the children of God that received the Holy Ghost through
new birth to be holy have already sanctified their spirit and soul; therefore
they are supposed to live in holiness presenting their body unto God.
Apostle Paul testified unto the Hebrews of the holiness saying,

"By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the
body of Jesus Christ once for all. And every priest standeth
daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices,
which can never take away sins: But this man, after he had
offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right
hand of God; From henceforth expecting till his enemies be
made his footstool. For by one offering he hath perfected for
ever them that are sanctified.”'(Heb. 10:10-14)

They that repented and believed on the eternal redemption through the
blood of Jesus Christ are already renewed through the washing of
regeneration of their spirit to have salvation of their soul unto the holiness
already. Therefore, henceforth they have to present their body as living
sacrifice as the instrument of righteousness that please God to glorify the
Lord with their body again unto the holiness. Apostle Paul testified unto the
saints in Rome saying,

""Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin,
but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Let not sin
therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in
the lusts thereof. Neither yield ye your members as instruments
of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as
those that are alive from the dead, and your members as
instruments of righteousness unto God. For sin shall not have
dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under
grace."(Rom. 6:11-14)

And he continued to testified that they that are sanctified through the Holy
Ghost could live in holiness saying,

"There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.
For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me
free from the law of sin and death."'(Rom. 8:1,2)

Yea! Jesus Christ, the great God shed his blood to take away the sin of
the world to make holy the believers wants them to sanctify their body also.
They that are born of the Spirit are already dwell in the law of the Spirit of
life delivered from the law of sin and death to be the servant of
righteousness, no more of sin. Therefore, if they want to live in holiness,
they can through the power of the Holy Ghost. Therefore Apostle Paul
encourages the saints of Thessalonians to abstain form fornication. All other
sins are without body, but fornication is within body. The saints of
Thessalonians were waiting for the day of Christ working hard for
evangelism; this is the reason why Apostle Paul gave them the message of
Rapture (1Thes. 4:16-18). He encouraged them once again saying,

"And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and | pray
God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is
he that calleth you, who also will do it.""(1Thes. 5:23,24) Amen!
Hallelujah!



